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[Suppose an individual should *»v: “  I wiM bro>mr a candid M v ee ifito r - 

of Spiritualism, and visit the prominent spiritual m edium s «>f Boston lor 
this purpose,” — whal would be the result i We thought tlm would be an 
interesting record, and shall present such an exprnrncr. These article* 
w ill be continued; but each in complete m itself, and deals with »>ne medi­
um. The investigator at all times places himself in that “ con ition ”  sup­
posed to be favorable to the best results. The experience is genuine, and 
is truthfully related. E d . |

r V  HE r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  S c if n t is t  may. in tl>e lapse of two 
1  weeks, imagine Diogenes and his sketches <;f Boston me­

dium* to have vanished together from its columns, and if 1 
were to judge from the unkindly tone of many of the commu­
nications handed to me by the editor, I should be bound to 
think that whilst my articles were missed, they were not 
mourned.

Hut if some of my correspondents have assailed me. and in 
no measured language, others have been kinti enough to say 
words of approval and encouragement, and so I take this 
opportunity of thanking Ixxth my critics and my friends for the 
interest which they have manifested in my investigations. Far 
more important is the fact that they have noticed my humble 
efforts at all, than the adverse or favorable character of their 
opinion al>out Diogenes as an individual. However, though 1 

have been crowded out to make room for the eloquent inspira­
tional addresses of Mr. J. J. Morse, which have in the two 
(last issues of the Scientist occupied so conspicuous a place, I 
here I am making my bow once more to the readers, and with 
the object o* introducing to them am .her of Boston’s promi­
nent mediums— Mrs. Susan E. O  uirin. It was not a long

time after mv visit to Mrs. Wildes, my sitting with wh«»m was 
the subject of my last letter, that I found mxselt ascending 
utc stairway of the Pavilion, on Tremont street, to Room 19, 
where this lady is to l»e daily consulted.

Mrs. Crossman announces herself in a well-known NpiritmJ 
organ as a healing, trance and test medium. In my seance 
w ith her. which was quite a lengthy one. 1 found that her 
claims as a medium embraced a much wklrr riel i tiian was 
even indicated in this comprehensive advertisement.

Knocking at the door of Room 19. 1 was almost directly 
requested by the lady herself to step in. 1 fltpi Mi. and found 
a Lmv'*. light and well furnished room, the windows lyoking on 
to Tremont street, and commanding a view of the okl King's 
Chapel and its burying ground. A large numl»er of Spiritual 
papers and magazines were scattered around, and this was the 
only circumstance which I noted as especially indicating the 
fact that 1 was in lb* presence of a Spiritual medium.

Personally. Mrs. Crossman ajtpears to be in the advanced 
prime of life, has a fresh, bright, cheerful expression <»f face, 
very animated eyes, a full round figure, ami combines with 
them all an agreeable and ready address.

“  Do you wish to see me on medical business." asked Mrs. 
Cmssman. as soon as 1 was seated. “  No. 1 merelx wished to 
have a sitting with you as a trance medium— 1 believe xou are 
a trance medium.” was my reply. “  Oh, yes,”  was the rejoin­
der. “ h m a  trance and test medium, but healing is my spe­
cial forte.' ~ 1 really don't know what made me ask you the 
question." she added, in a minute or so, “ as I really cannot 
tell what I shall say to xou.” I then asked if her control wasx 
that of a little girl or of an Indian, or what? “ Of an Indian." 
was the reply. “  I am controlled by Mr. Bynner and l)r. 
Carter for healing, but Black Kettle, who once tried to steal 
me, is my regular control.” 1 won't be certain that Bynner 
was the first name, but that was as 1 understood it

In a few minutes Mrs. Crossman passed apparently into the 
trance state. Unlike most mediums this act was not accom­
panied by any conxailsix-e or spasmodic movements of the face 
or body, but by movements of the medium's hands over the 
body ami head.

The medium explained this circumstance bv saying. •  We 
do this because you come to see us in healing hours, and 
therefore we are obliged to.”

A* soon as this explanatory remark was delivered, the 
medium commenced her communication, which was very long, 
lasting upwards of an hour.and the style of which w aste me, 
entirely novel. It took the form of a personal biography.
It commenced ami went on for some twenty minutes in this 
way:

“  When our medium was a little girl living with her father 
on his farm, Black Kettle came to steal her body He saw 
she was a nice, bright squaw, and he wanted to take her I'd to 
hi* wigwam. Her father suspected something, and wowMn'l
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hive him come into the house, but gave him his food at the 
door, and locked up the house, so he couldn't get his child, 
and he thought the world of her. One day Black Kettle said 
to her that he would tell her a secret Her tooth was aching 
dreadful, and he said to her that if she would bite a black 
snake, her teeth would never ache again. She felt such pain 
that she didn't mind what she did. Her brother brought in a 
black snake, and held him by the head and tail, and she bit 
the snake twice, and she has never had the toothache since 
Her teeth are all sound to-dav, and if you doubt it, we w ill 
make her show you her teeth." (At this point the medium 
opened her mouth wide and displayed, surely enough, two 
rows of round, good teeth). “  All the rest of the family,”  she 
continued, “  have had to get false teeth.”

After, probable, a quarter of an hour more, spent in detail­
ing reminiscences of Black Kettle’s doing in the flesh, the 
medium went on to relate her entry into public life as a medi­
um, in this wise, “  Black Kettle came to her and would have 
her be a medium, because he see that she had a sound body- 
in every respect and could work big cure, but her husband 
who is, as you see, a very respectable gentleman, superinten­
dent of a railroad, and who can afford to dress her in silks 
and satins, and cover her hands with diamonds, as you see,” 
(Here the medium extended towards me her hand, on which 1 

counted four handsome rings.) “  he didn't want her to be. 
That was pride. He’s big proud, and so he say, ‘ What Mr. 
Blood say ? What will all our friend say ? ’ So he went and 
built a beautiful home for her at Lowell, and he take her to it 
to live, for he wouldn’t hear of her coming out before the 
world. So she went to Lowell with her daughter, Ella, but 
she couldn't stay there, she couldn’t breathe there. She knew 
t was Black Kettle, for she felt him doing it all the time. So, 

at last, her husband, he say to her, ‘ You go into Boston and 
take some rooms, but send for me before you take them, and 
see if you’ll be happier.’ So I came” (Here the medium 
dropped the style of “ our medium,” and used the first person, 
singular, and this change was made several times during the 
sitting). “  down here and saw these rooms, which were the 
very rooms Hla«k Kettle wanted I should have, because 1 

lived at the Parker House a long time, and 1 have peculiar 
power here.”

After this, the medium went into the sam • minute, and, I 
confess, to me, tedious narration of her insuiration by Dr 
Carter and the other gentleman. “  We tell you these things," 
said the medium, repeatedly, “ so that you may know what 
she has passed through to become a medium."

These declarations were accompanied by tears. Thus fully 
three quarters of an hour passed before I learned anything 
except personal gossip about Black Kettle, Dr. Carter, Mr. 
Bymer, Mr. Crossman. Mr. Blood, and some other friends of 
the medium and her family. Then a new vein was struck, the 
pith of which was a medical lecture, couched in this vein,
“  Now we does, through this medium, the big cure. She have 
got twenty-five bundles of letters to-day, sent her by express 
from Lowell, from all parts of the land, from poor, suffering 
creatures, and she takes pieces of paper and puts her hands on 
them, and magnetizes them, and puts sumps on them, and 
sends them away, free of charge, though she charges two 
dollars for a magnetic healing to all persons who call on her, 
not because she wants money,” (Here, the medium reiterated 
all about the wealth of her husband, and the value of her 
diamand rings.) "but because Black Kettle won't let her sit 
without two dollars is paid, because he know s it’s worth it, and 
she never fail to cure. Now we can see right through you at 
a distance, and tell you just what’s the matter with you, just as 
well as if you was cut open; because our guide was the best 
physician in Boston when he was in the body, and never had 
a death-mark on his book."

Wishing now to get a foothold for a little questioning of the 
medium, I asked, “  Can you tell me my own bodily condition, 
and my ailment, if I have any ? ”  The answer came, “ Yes, 
you have a weak and low vitality. You have need of more 
iron in the blood.”

“  Hare I any specific complaint or disease which you can 
locate?”

“  No, you have no disease, and you are generally in good 
health, but you lack blood and vital force.”

Now, the reader will naturally ask. Is thIS statement true? 
So f a r  as 1 am competent to decide the point, I think it is,

though if 1 h id been told that I was suffering from a ten- 
j dency to this, that, or the other disease, I could not disputed 
it with any certainty, not being a competent judge of such 
matters. From this point, the medium went on to describe, at 
great length, the wonderful cures she had effected, and I 
make these extracts from her remarks on this head as samples 
of the whole of them.

“  This is entirely true. We can show you some of our 
first-class physicians who come here to have their patients 
examined at a distance. They give the name of a person, and 
Dr. Carter examines the case, and guides us in describing it. 
Many of our leading public men come here and sit with this 
medium, because they know she docs them good; though they 
tell her they wouldn’t like their wives to know it, because 
there would be talk. Now there’s Mayor Norcross, for 
instance, he comes here often, and he always pays her five 
dollars, because he knows he gets good from her. He draws 
from her. When the Warm Creek Indians were here, playing 
at the Howard, they use to come up here, and the captain, he 
cawie here every day, and he drew from me, and felt great 
good, and he threw up his arms «nd said, • Oh, if you could 
only give me this medium power, 1 would give you all I ’m 
worth.’ And then, some of the senator men, they come here 
to see this medium, and by the placing of her hands over 
their bodies, they draw from her and they get big cure.”

I should say that the medium recounted, in her trance state, 
not less than twenty or thirty names of persons whom she had 
cured; but I cannot recall them with certainty, except those I 
have given above. The next feature in the sitting was pecu­
liar, if not amusing. The medium said, “  Now, our medium 
sing Spanish, as Mr. Alonzo Bond would tell you, and Mr. 
Carl Zerrahn, who know this medium. She has Spanish 
blood in her veins, and she sing Spanish, though you no 
understand it. Shall she sing for you ”

1 assented, and then for two or three minutes I was regaled 
with the strangest noise I ever listened to, it may have been 
Spanish or Dutch, for all I know, but it certainly was not 
English, nor music. Then the medium said Black Kettle 
would sing, though all he could sing was Yankee Doodle in 
the Indian language. The medium then, accordingly, enter­
tained me with Black Kettle’s version of our national song, 
the Indian words of which sounded to me something like 
this,—

“  Meeqey, meeney, treeney, tree,
Meeney, meeney, treeny.

And treeney, treeney, meeney, tree,
Oh, treeney, meeney, treeney.”

Then the medium desired me to fetch a table and set it in 
front of her so that she could show me how, under her guides, 
she could drum. I got the table and put it in front of her, 
when she commenced thrumming on it with her fingers and 
kept it up for two or three minutes. I have seen this done 
many times by persons not enhanced nor inspired, and must 
beg to be excused from regarding it as in any manner extraordi­
nary.

1 now interposed, somewhat abruptly, with the question,
“ Can the medium tell me anything of or from my friends in 
the spirit world ? ”

The answer was : “ The medium is specially controlled for 
healing by magnetism, and tests do not come under her 
strongest power, though she is a strong trance and inspiratonal 
qjedium, having spoken and sang at Nassau Hall and other 
places. She also speaks nine or ten different languages under 
control, and is also an inspirational singer.”

Seeing that I was only provoking more references and 
testimonials from Mr. Alonzo Bond, and many other highly 
respectable parties, I arrested the medium with the question, 
“ Are there any of my spirit friends present?”

“ There is one : a beautiful lady present, who is ever near 
you, to hold you up and support you, and she puts me in great 
sympathy with you.” ,

I asked if the medium could give iqe her name. “ We 
cannot,” was the reply. ** But you know, for she ir the spirit 
who loved you best in the earth life, and what you know we 
have not come here to tell you.”

Before 1 could ask any further questions the medium 
had started on what she termed a medical lecture by Dr. 
Carter." He began by speaking of the necessity of every 
man having “ a female element.”  “ It was thus,” said the
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medium, 44 with Henry Ward Beecher and Elizabeth Tilton. 
He found he had need of a female element, which Mr*. 
Beecher did not furnish and *o he stole it, and thought it no 
*in.”  For fully fifteen minutes the medium, speaking under 
I)r. Carter’s guidance, insisted on the need I stood, as did all 
men, of 44 a female element ”  to draw from. That, she said, 
she saw 1 had not got, but must have or die. 1 was exhorted 
to find this female elament, not necessarily as a wife, but in 
female society, and, as a wrinkle of great value, the medium 
told me that 1 should always get the most from a female by 
getting on her right side. 1 had heard before about “ getting 
the right side of a woman,”  said the medium, punninglv, “ ami 
this was especially necessary, in order to get the full magnetic 
benefit to l>e derived from her. The medium illustrated this 
branch of her subject by telling me how. in bed. she had 
treated Mr. Crossman for pain in the chest by simply chafing 
it with her hands, which drove the pain, as she stated, down 
into his bowels, and from thence it was driven entirely away. 
44 She should not tell you these things, unless she was in a 
trance,” added the medium, “ because she is a very sensitive 
woman, and would not not bear to be accused of boasting. 
When she comes out ofNlhis trance, tell her to show you the 
piece about her powsre inUhe Banner,” she continued.

And so it went on to the end of the chapter, ami, finally, at 
the end of an hour and a half. Mrs. Cross man opened her 
eyes and resumed her normal state. She then showed me. 
l>eforc I left, some few of her many letters from as far away 
as Texas and Kentucky, and from the tenor of many of these 
1 gathered that many persons in those remote parts had 
found themselves benefited bv her treatment.

Now, to sum up the sitting, I cannot see that it throws 
much light on the question we set out to investigate, namely, 
the truth or falsity of mediumistic pretentions. Mrs. Cross­
man may be a powerful healing medium, but as I was not sick, 
I could not give her the chance to show her, powers. As a 
test medium, in my case, at least, her powers proved very 
barren and meagre in their resuTF*N>As to her assmption of 
inspirational power as a speaker of Indian. Spanish, and other 
tongues, I must say, frankly, that I think Mrs. Crossman s 
controls do not supply her with large lingual resources, 
judging, of course, from the specimen of her abilities, in this 
direction, furnished during my sitting with her. Evidently, 
Mrs. Crossman has genuine ability and power as a healing 
medium, but little or none as a test or business medium. 1 
merely suggest this, and with this suggestion leave my readers 
to form their own conclusions. D iogenes.

H UM AN LEV IT A T IO N .

IN t h e  Quarterly (Eng.) Journal of Science (here is a long.
interesting and very well written article on 44 Human Levi­

tation,” from which the following information is quoted:
44 Till the last two centuries all persons known in Christen­

dom to be subjects of levitation were probably either burnt or 
canonised, according to the ruling clerical view of their ortho­
doxy or the reverse.”

An attempt to collect some of the chief examples not con­
demned gives in tabular form the volume and page of the 
Bolandist's 44 Acta,” where particulars may l>e found. The 
latter we have omitted, but give the following list of forty levi­
tated persons canonized or beatified, with their dale of birth, 
countrykand condition in life.—

Andrew Salus, Scythian Slave,—880-946; Luke of Sote* 
rium, Greek Monk.—890-946; Stephen I., King of Hungary, 
—978-1038; Ladislaus I., do., (his grandson*.— 1041-1096; 
Christina, Flemish Nun.— 1150-1220; St. Dominie. Italian 
Preacher,— 1170 -1221; Lutgard, Belgian Nun,— 1182-1246- 
Agnes of Bohemia, Prince**,—1205-1281 ; Humiliana of 
Florence, Widow,— 1219-1246; Jutta, Prussian Widow Her­
mit,— 1215-1264; St. Bona venture, Italian Cardinal,— 1221- 
1274; St. Thomas Aquinas. Italian Friar,—1247-**7 4 ; Am­
brose Sansedonius, Italian Priest,—1220-1287; Peter Armen, 
gol, Spanish Priest,— 1238-1304; St. Alliert, Sicilian Priest, 
— 1240-1306; Princess Margaret of Hungary,—1242-1270; 
Robert of Salentum, Italian Abbot,—1273-134* 5 Agnes of 
Mt. Politian, Italian Abbess.— 1274-1317; Bartholus of Vado; 
Italian Hermit,— 1300; Princess Elizalxrth of Hungary, 1297- 
1338; Catherine Columbina, Spanish Abbess,—1387; St. 
Vincent Ferrer, Spanish Missionary,— 1359-1419; Coleta of
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Ghent, Flemish Abbe**,— 1381-1447: Jeremy of Panorma, 
Sicilian Friar,—1381^3452; St. Antonine, Archbishop JH"f- 
ence,— 1389-1459; S t  Francis of Faola, M i s s i o n a r y >- 
1507; Osanna of Manua, Italian Nun,— 1450-1505; Barthol­
omew of Anghiera, Friar,— 1510; Columba of Kieti, Italian 
Nun.— 1468-1501; Thomas, Archbishop of Valencia,— 1487- 
1555; St. Ignatius Loyola,Spanish Soldier,— 1491-1556; Peter 
of Alcantara, Spanish Friar,— 1499-1562; St. Philip Nen, 
Italian Friar,—1515-1595; Salvator de Horta. Spanish Friar, 
— 1520-1567; St. Luis Bertrand, Spanish Missionary,— 1526- 
1581; St. Theresa, Spanish Abbess, — 1515-1582; John a 
Cruce, Spanish Priest,— 1542-1591; J. B. Piscator, Roman 
Professor.— 1586; Joseph of Cupertino, Italian briar.— ifjo3~ 
1663; Bonaventure of Potenza, Italian Friar,—1651-1711

EXPERIMENTS IN MATERIALIZATION
T H E  S T A T E M E N T  O F A S cT f.N T IC  IN V E S T IG A T O R  WHO IS 

P E R M IT T E D  TO  E N T E R  T H E  C A B IN E T . 

l^ X P E R I M l  N T S with the young lady medium. Miss Shower'. 
I-* continue—the results being occasionally reported. The 
Spiritualist, of Jan. 8, has an interesting account. The “con­
ditions” are improving, and one person after another is favored 
by being permitted to see and touch, both the medium and the 
materialized spirit, at one and the same time. A calm, earnest, 
spirit of enquiry is met with a corresponding desire on the part 
of the spirit-world to give that information most needed. The 
experience of Mr. William Harrison, editor of the above named 
paper, is a  valuable contribution to our collection of t a c t s  con­
cerning the phenomena of materializations. He says:—

44 l.enore (the materialized spirit) next asked me to go in, 
ami directly the curtains opened 1 saw something Urge lying 
along the Ixittom of the recess, for some stray light found its 
way in through the curtains, and feebly illuninutcd a spat c 
alwuit a foot square at the centre of the bottom of- the cabi­
net. Lenore, whose few instructions 1 faithfully obeyed, led 
me by the hand, knelt down by the side of the object, and 
placed my hand on it; it was the sha^kand dbettly 1 touched 
it something heavy inside moved under my hands, like a per­
son turning half over when asleep, la: no re said, “ Thais 
Rosie” (Miss Showers). 1 said, “ Can you give me her hand: ’ 
She felt for it, then as if suddenly rememtiering. said. “  Oh, 
it is not by her side; they have tied her hands together, but 
feel how her heart beats,” and she placed my hand on a part 
of the shawl under which something was palpitating violently. 
Lenorc’s hand was on the top of mine, and I could see her 
kneeling by my side, as she was in white, and in the illumi­
nated part of the cabinet. I asked her to seize mv arm with 
her other hand, so that I could see and feel both her hands. 
She grasped my coat-sleeve with it, but I said. 44 No. please 
grasp my WD*t,”  which she at once did, so that I not only saw 
but felt both her warm hands, and that she was kneeling and 
landing yke myself. Then 1 made, in effect, the following 
statement to the listeners outside the cabinet: “  1 am kneel­
ing by the side of Lenore, and can see ami feel both her 
hands on the top of my hand and wrist; underneath the shawl, 
right under my hand, something Urge is palpitating violent!), 
and I am not biologised.” It was not a mechanical kind of 
motion below my hand; it was irregular. Thus the sum and 
substance of my testimony is that something large and living, 
not Lenore, was wrapped up in that shawl, and that Lenore 
told me it was Miss Showers. I did not see her face, which 
should have been in that part of the cabinet in darkness, and 
on the other skle of Lenore. who told me to leave the cabi­
net, as 1 had been in it as long as possible for a first visit, but 
that I should come in again another time, ami the spirits would 
gradually get used to mv influence. She held my hand down 
on the palpitation object for a minute or more.

1 may remark that the mental and other conditions which 
influence all manifestations produce such tangible, well-marked 
effects at materialization that these latter, apart from
their intrinsic interest, are of special value in elucidating the 
laws and conditions which govern the whole range of Spiritu­
alistic phenomena. Thus, it has lieen proved in The Spiritual­
ist that there is a connecting link between materialization 
manifestations and the writing mediumxhip of Messrs. Flint 
and Mansfield; in short, these materialization zrwmvz not 
only throw light upon the conditions influencing all the physi­
cal phenomena lArlow them, but throw some light upwards 
towards the writing, clairvoyant and trance manifestations, 
where the effects of vary ing conditions are too intangible *0 
be observed with equal ease.
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H istorical and •Philosophical.

M
M IR A C L E S A N D  SC IE N C E .

CLTITVDES w h o read th e Scriptures h ave quick ey e s
for the texts which seem to concern the doctrine of the 

Trinity, or the nature of baptism, or the manner of church- 
government But they are very few indeed who have an eye 
for the supernatural. Long ago, even Richard Baxter, tow­
ards even the end of his life, ingeniously confessed how much 
he had been astonished, on counting up, at the number of 
occasions on which angels are mentioned in the Bible. As 
to there being a  science of spirit involved in the Scriptures, 
how very few people ever think of such a thing! And of 
those who attack the credibility of the Scriptures, as com­
promising the dignity of Jehovah by making him appear to men 
and talk with them, and give them visions, how very few 
remember that already and a very long time ago it had been 
said, 44 No man hath seen God at any time!w And of these 
inconsiderate critics, how much fewer still are they who have 
tried what Maimonides—good old Rahhi—could do for them, 
even though indisposed to follow him entirely! Thus writes 
Maimonides in his book “ Gad” : ""Know also that all the 
prophets who mention prophecy as coming to them ascril>e 
it either to an angel or to the Blessed God, although it was 
by means of an z ngel, without doubt On this point, our 
rabbies of blessed memory long ago delivered their opinion 
in explaining, 4 And the Lord said to her ’ thus,—by means 
of an angel. And know further, that whenever it is written 
that an angel spake with one, or that the word of the Lord, 
came to him, this has not taken place in any other way than 
in a dream, or in a prophetic vision. There is an ancient 
agada respecting communications made to the prophets, as 
they are recounted in the prophetic books, which states that 
they were made in four ways. First, the prophet makes 
known that the communication was made by an angel, in a 
dream or vision. Secondly, he merely mentions the commu­
nication of thfc angel to him, without explaining that it was 
made in a dream or vision, because of the well-established 
principle that prophecy is confined to one or other of these 
two methods. * I will make myself known to him in a vision,
1 will speak unto him in a dream.’ Thirdly, the angel is not 
mentioned at all; but the communication is ascribed to God, 
the Blessed One, who speaks it to him, but who makes known 
that h comes to him in a vision or dream. Fourthly, the 
prophet simply declares that God spoke to him, or said to 
him, do this, or say this, without explaining, either by men­
tioning an angel, or by mentioning a dream, on account of the 
well-established, fundamental principle, that prophecy or pro­
phetic revelation comes only in dream or in vision, and 
through the agency of an angel.” And in explanation of 
another point, Maimonides adds, 44 Furthermore it ought to 
b e  known that the expression 4 And the Lord said to such 
an one' is used when, strictly speaking, he has no prophetic 
vision, but the communication was made to him by means of 
a prophet.” It will be remembered, of course, that by vision 
is  meant what is experienced in a preternatural, trance-like 
state. Thus, at Joppa, the Apostle Peter 44 fell into a trance, 
and saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto 
him.” But at Jerusalem, giving an account of this experi­
e n c e , he said, 441 was in the city of Joppa, praying; and, in a 
tran ce, 1 saw a vision, a certain vessel descend.” This is the 
m ean in g  of the word 44 vision,” as it is used by Maimonides; 
it is  a  v is io n  dnring a trance.—M tra ck s. P a st a n d  P rrstn t.

44T H E  M ED IU M S OF B O ST O N ”
To the E d ito r  o f  Tko S p ir itu a l S c ie n tis t:

D e a r  S ir .— I am  th e last to impose upon the columns of a 
p aper d ev o ted  to  th e interests of the oommunity at large, dis­
c u s s io n s  w hich  seem  to  in vo lve  private interests only; but as 
n answer to  m y article  in your issue of January 7th, an article 

th at d id  in v o lv e  th e b est in ter ests  of the community at large, 
and  th e  ca u se  o f Spiritualism  in especial, Mr. John Hardy has 
c h o s e n  to  rece iv e  m y sta tem en t in thg spirit of a personal 
a tta ck , 1 m u st b eg  o f  your courtesy o n ce  more, to make room 
for th e  fo llow in g  w ords o f explanation. To that article of 
January 7th I aga in  refer all who may ^ e inferesten id this 
co n tro v er sy , and endorse, as 1 do, the duty o f  distinguishing 

tship from false. To that article I have nothing ,

to add, except an emphatic reiteration of every word it con* 
tains ; but the gist of my present writing is this, 1 said,—

44 Permit me to inform your friend, ‘ Diogenes’ that the ex­
periences which he so graphically details in connection with 
Mrs. S. W. Fletcher and Mrs. E. J. Wells have been mine 
with about two score of 4 celebrated ’ advertising mediums, 
whom, from time to time, I have myself visited in Tloston, and 
who have not even had wit or intuition enough to guess at the 
character of their visitor.”

These words Mr. John Hardy construes into an attack upon 
“  all the mediums of Boston,” and a crusade against the prac­
tice of paying mediums for their time and service. If Mr. 
Hardy had been as long in the field, and had devoted as much 
time, money, and service to the cause of Spiritualism as your 
present correspondent, he would have known better than thus 
to attempt perverting my words.

It is scarcely more than ten or twelve years ago (at a period 
when Mr. Hardy was differently occupied, 1 believe), that I 
wrote an article fo^ the Banner of Light, entitled 44 Compen­
sation of Mediifis.” That article occupied one entire sheet of 
the paper, and was devoted to a defence of mediums, a plea 
for their just appreciation and just compensation, a protest 
against the injustice of expecting mediums to work for noth­
ing. and an urgent plea for the necessity of professional and 
well-i>aid mediums. Up to that time writers in the spiritual 
journals were full of attacks on the mediums, demands that 
their work as a profession should be abolished, and that 44 as 
they had freely received, so should they also freely give.” At 
the time when I wrote, I was not only a strong test medium 
myself, but had quita recently sat for the public of New York, 
and not having required the compensation due to professional 
service, 1 sat at 553 Broadway, f r e e  for the public. It was 
this fact, and the assurance it brought that no one could sus­
pect me of selfish motives in my plea, that induced me to ut­
ter it, and the result was the reception of scores and scores of 

; letters from grateful media, thanking me for my timely defence 
of their interests, and a kindly feeling on the part of my 
fellow-workers towards myself, which has only broken out into 
ingratitude and enmity when it became apparent that I should 
not endorse the harnessing of 44 social freedom,” or rather 
44 free lust,” to the noble car of pure Spiritualism. Before Mr. 
John Hardy attacks me with assumptions as gratuitous as 
false, concerning my motives in my late article, he had better 
make himself a little more familiar with my past career, and 
the good service I have rendered alike to the cause of Spirit­
ualism and its exponents. My views are now not changed, 
neither are my teachings, my writings, and my zeal in behalf 
of Spiritualism. Mr. John Hardy takes the liberty to say I 
w as fo rm e rly  44 a medium, a lecturer, and a spiritualist.” I 
beg to say 1 am all these still, and will not a llo w  any one to 
deny my being so, or even to insinuate a word to the contrary. 
If I don't lecture on free love rostrums, or write for free love 
papers, that is all the greater proof of my being a true Spirit- 
ituahst, and I repeat I will not allow even an insinuation to 
the contrary. Thus much in answer to this gentleman’s per­
sonal attack on myself. What he has to find fault with in 
respect to my treatment of mediums, 1 am entirely at a loss to 
conceive. That which I wrote against was the 44 stuff ” which 
pretends to be, but which is not, mediumship.

In describing my visits from time to time to more than two 
score of advertising mediums 44 in Boston and elsewhere,” 
have I denounced all the mediums in Boston and elsewhere? 
Have I, in fact, denounced any? I insist upon it, I have not. 
On the contrary, I have done good service to true mediums, 
by showing up that which, if mediumship at all, was certainly 
unworthy the name of it If spirits can only come back to 
gabble baby-talk, tell falsehoods, and not give the slightest 
evidence of any knowledge beyond vague guessing, the Spirit­
ualists, above all other classes, should be the first to repudiate 
such 44 stuff.” I say all honor to Diogenes and Robert Dale 
Owen for showing up, each in their several ways, the true from 
the false.

A3 to Mr. John Hardy, being somewhat at a loss to compre­
hend what he is aiming at, but feeling very certain he has 
made a decided miss when he attempted to strike at me, I 
kindlv reeommend him to study those very appropriate and 
significant words of the Bard of Avon :

44 l*ct the galled jade wince;
Our withers are unwrung.”

I am Mr. Editor, very faithfully yours,
E m m a  H a h i u m .k B r it t e n .
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A l'R E A K A N C E S  UF T H E HOLY V IR G IN  IN 
FR A N CE.

T )  o m a n  C a t h o l i c  S p i r i t u a l i s m  is a subject on which 
l v  William Howitt write-in interesting paper, which » 
in the Spiritual (London) Magazine for January. We make 
the following extracts of the pheiyomena:

La Salette owes its celebrity to a much earlier prodigy—the 
visions of Mary Alacoque of the burning heart of Jesus; but 
at Lourdes it was a little girl to whom the blessed Virgin is 
said first to have revealed herself. So also here in Alsace she 
is said graciously to have appeared to four children. The 
place where this occurred is in the Vosges mountains, just 
where the former departments of the Haut-Khin and Bas-Khin 
divided, in a valley called the Weilerthal. There, on opposite 
hills, stand two ruined castles, Hoch-Konigshurg and Frank- 
enburg. On the hill near the ruin of Frankenburg. on a 
Sunday night, July 7, 1M72. four little girls from the village of 
Kruth, or as called by the French, Neubois, just below, went 
up to the ruin and into the adjoining wo<Vd. called Kastenholz, 
or Qiestnut-wood. These little girls wei\;Leonie and Oililie 
Martin, Maria Marcot anti Filomena Atzenl»erger. The 
youngest was seven, the eldest eleven years of age. They 
were gathering bilberries. These children had already heard 
much talk of the persecution* of the Catholics in their fami­
lies. The sad, sanguinary events of the last war had also 
given to the children a quicker feeling and understanding of 
things. In the school of suffering, people speedily become 
acute, but at the same time magnanimous. These children 
talked together of the persecutions to which the people of 
Alsace would probably l>e subjected by the Prussians; and 
they declared they would rather lose their lives than abandon 
their religion. “ Let us,” they said, “ pray to the Mother 
of God to defend us.” As they wandered in the wood, they 
repeated the “ Memoria,”—“ Think of us, O sweetest Vir­
gin.”

Suddenly the little Leonie, who had l>een stooping down, 
saw a White I*ady, who, she said, wore a golden crow'n. on 
which stood a cross. On her breast, she also wore a cross, 
but that was black. She pointed to the apparition, and then 
all the children saw it, with the cross on the crown and the 
cross on the breast. The two youngest children were fright­
ened, and ran away. Odilie Martin and Filomena Atzenberger 
remained. They now saw the White Lady threateningly wave 
a sword over the heads of soldier-forms which Hocked l>e- 
neath her. Then they too, were seized with terror, and ran 
home. There they related what they had seen, but got little 
credit for their story, least of all from their school-sister, a 
nun who was their school-mistress.

[Such is the opening account of this affair; other visits on 
subsequent days developed similar results.—E d.]

The girl llemadine. at Lourdes, declared that Indore the 
appearance of the Virgin there blew a wind; these children 
at Kruth also declared that every ap|>earance of the White 
Lady was preceded by a wind. At Ia>urdes. too, the people 
saw first a light, and out of this light stepped forth the 
heavenly figure. When the apparition was alsiut to cease* 
first the figure disappeared, and then the light died away. At 
Kruth, the same phenomena exactly took place. Spiritualists 
will recognize these as facts familiar to them; the cool wind, 
so often announcing the approach of spiritual presence, and 
the figure issuing from a mass of light, as in the case of 
Mr. Livermore’s spirit-wife. So far these circumstances give 
an air of reality to the phenomena. But it will be asked, how 
did these children know that it was the Madonna? How did 
they recognize their own mothers? From their earliest per­
ception of anything at all. Catholic children are as familiar 
with the portraits of the Holy Mother as they are with the 
persons of their own parents. They arc always before their 
eyes in their own cottages or other houses, often, it is true, 
very rudely painted, but always bearing the same character 
istic*. At every turn out of doors, on the fronts of churches, 
within the churches, over the altars; on shrines by the way 
side, in woods and hills, everywhere stands or sits the Holy 
Mother, with the Child on her arm, and a crown on her head. 
So the children called the White Lady at once the Blessed 
’* Mutter Gottes ” (Mother of God). Nor long did she wait 
to declare herself. She was asked who she really was, and 
replied, “ The Mother of Mercy.”

£ pif(it  Y c a c h i n g s .

\t  the orations given under influence by Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Tappan, at I^ondon, Eng., questions are frequently pro- 

|>osed and answered by the control, who purports to be I)r. 
Kush, formerly of Philadelphia. The following were given 
at the Cavendish Rooms, rej>orted in the Medium: 44

<2 - Do Mrs. T ap p an ’s  guides consider pure wine (such as 
the light wines of France anti Germany) injurious, if taken in 
moderation, by one whose ancestors have been accustomed to 
use stimulants of this character for generations past*

A. We consider that anything containing alcoholic stimu­
lants is injurious, anti only 'to l>e used as a tkrm irr ra so rt. 
Undoubtedly, the light wines of France and (Germany, anti 
native wines of other countries, contain less of this alcoholic 
stimilus than many other wines and beverages. When one s 
ancestors have l>een accustomed to partake of alcoholic drink* 
or wines anti beverages, they may have imparted a taste that 
is he red i tar>-, anti a tendency that requires careful treatment 
like any other disease, and should lie treated as a disease.

<2- In speaking of the electrical anti magnetic state of our 
bodies, can you inform me whether there is any instrument or 
apparatus made that can l>e used to tell, to some extent, which 
state a ]>erson is in at any time they cht»osc to know; and if 
there are not such, is it not proliable there soon will be?

A. There are no instruments of sufficiently line sensitive­
ness to test the electric or magnetic condition of the human 
system, since it is much finer than any condition of electricity 
or galvanism manufactured by the lutteries now in use; but, 
undoubtedly, as science advances, and as the human system 
Incomes more and more sensitive, and these instruments be­
come necessary, there will l>e distinct instruments to ascertain 
the degree of electric or magnetic state in the system. There 
is a guide, however. If. on allyin g the magnetic or electric 
lttttery, the sh<x'k is such as to produce a degree of nervous­
ness or excitability not liefore experienced, then the person is 
in an elecric condition, and should never receive such shock. 
If, on the other hand, the person on taking hold of the batter}' 
receives a healthy stintulous. he is in a magnetic condition and 
requires such electricity, although electricity thus generated is 
not so Itcneficial as that inqtarted by the magnetiser.

<). In last Sunday’s discourse it w-as stated that children 
should be allowed to “  determine the k itu i of food they wrill 
eat.” The experience of the questioner is that some children 
would choose to eat meat only (no bread or vegetables), some 
only sweets. Ought this choice to lie allowed, even supposing 
the parent governing them as to quantity?

A. Where the child manifests a degree of appetite that is 
morbid in any one direction it certainly should not be encour­
aged. \\ hat was intended in the lecture on Sunday week was 
to say that nature generally determines when there is a special 
anti|)athy towards any particular kind of food, as nature also, 
when unbiassed, determines the kinds of food that are health­
ful. Undoubtedly a child that has a great craving for much 
meat, must require that meat under certain conditions; but if 
the appetite continues morbid, it should be restrained, like 
ever) other morbid faculty.

To say that we teach a motiveless religion is surely the * 
strangest misconception. What! Is it nothing that we teach 
vou that each act in this, the seed time of vour life, will bear 
Its own fruit in the hereafter ? that the results of conscious and 
delil>erate sin must needs lie remedied in sorrow and shame at 
the cost of infinitely laborious pain in far-distant ages ? that the 
erring spirit mnst gather up the tangled thread of its former 
sins, and strive as best it may to unravel the evil of which it 
was long ages ago the perpetrator—ami this not perfunctorily, 
not imperfectly, as a task to be finished with all speed, but 
with burning earnestness and with overmastering seal, as know­
ing that on the perfect completion of the work, happiness 
absolutely depends ? Ah ! could you see the tearful, praverful 
jains that errity spirits must take’to purge them of their stains 
of guilt; the efforts by which ahme they can emerge into pence 
from the surging whirlpjool into which their sins have plunged 
them: hear tne despairing cries, as another, ami yet anoher, 
consequence of their sin discover* itself: the shuddering sense 
of blood guiltiness, as thoughtless deeds develop themselves 
into misery, despair, and death; could you see, in a word, the 
infinite ramification of the effects of sin ami the efforts of the 
awakened soul to undo them, vou would not need to seek for 
a stronger deterrent, nor speafc to us of “motiveless religion.”
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISING RATES.
S u b sc rip tio n *  —T h «  S n im  u  S c i n m r r  is  p u b lish ed  e v e ry  T h u rs d a y  

b y the S o  KMT 1ST P u b l is h in g  C om  pa n  v , an d  c a b  be obtained of any n ew sd eale r ; 
or will be sent at the following rates :

S tn # U  C opy. O ne Y ear , $ 2 .5 0 ;  Six M on ths. $ 1 .6 0 ; T h ree
M o n th s. 1.00.

a ♦ ery good medium for \iivertise- 
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A d v e r tis e m e n ts .-T h e  Sc in m sT  i« 
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ment is not lost to view amid a mass of others, 
at the following rates
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lin e  e a c h  In se rtio n .
C o rre s p o n d e n c e .—Correspondents who write letters consisting of per­

sonal opinions are requested not to make them more than a quarter of a col­
umn in length Letters containing important (acts or interesting news may be

All communications for the F.ditor. books for review. Sc ., should be addressed 
K G kkbv Bkown, Office of the Spiritual Scientist, 18 fcachange Street, Boston,

VoL. I. JA X U A R  ) '  28, No. 21.

R e m o v a l .  The Office and Kditorial Room of the 
Scientist is now located at i$ Exchange Street, a few 
doors from Si.ite Street.

W H AT IS OUR COMMON GROUND OF UNION?
After quite a number of years ex|>erience, are we 

reduced to the necessity of confessing our cause has no 
coherency, and our philosophy no soul? In America, 
progressive and radical ; in France, re-incarnational ; in 
England. Christian and progressive ; but nowhere, unan­
imity I

Are there no points of union? Is it utterly impossible 
to fuse these diverse sections ? cannot we evolve a com­
mon basis of organic coherency? I'wo points alone 
seem settled, namely, the existence of disbodied spirits, 
and the reality of their communicating with mortals. 
After that, all is sectionalization! If Spiritualism is to 
benefit the world, as an agency, it must be superior to 
any, at present, in existence. The success attending the 
present institutions is due to the acceptation of certain 
points 'of union. That, combined with concerted, organ­
ized action, makes them a power to-day. Where is our 
power ?

Has man a moral sense ? Undoubtedly. Also, he 
possesses an inspirational nature. His right education, 
intellectually, will clear the way for the exercise of both. 
Facts, of being, are the base of all true culture. Their 
arrangement into groups the foundations of all sciences. 
Their teachings, the bases of philosophy. All point the 
way to obedience as the means of happiness, Our need 
is a science and a philosophy. For them to be able to 
assert their powers successfully, they must be superior to 
those now existent.

Thus the senses and the intellect are ministered to. 
The “ inner life ” yearns for something besides. The 
aspirational nature must be ministered to. How ? Where 
are our principles ? "M y  highest conception of right,” 
says o n e ; says another, “our principles are found in 
Christian Spiritualism;” “not so,” says a third, “ Re-incar­
nation is to be the Spiritualists' doctrine while another 
wiseacre shouts out, “Spiritualism is a ll science,”—just 
as though men had not souls as well as senses.

Our common ground of union must contain Fact for 
the senses, Scientific Philosophy for the intellect, and 
real Religion for the soul. The latter from the second, 
and the whole based upon the first. If there was no car 
track, there would be no surety in the moving mass upon 
the rails. Order is Heaven’s first law. And if our 
cause is to succeed we must have more order, more 
united action, more unaminitv in ' regard to principles, 
than we possess at present. Churchianity has cursed the

world long enough. Christ is buried under Christianity, 
but Jesus is not the measure of all Truth, any more than 
is Herbert Spencer or Tyndall. To associate our cause 
with the term “ Christianity” is to make those within, as 
well as those without, feel that it is to creedalise it. In 
England, orthodoxy is fashionable. Spiritualism is not. 
To join them is thought to bridge the gulf. It does 
n o t; our facts oppose the Church dogmas, and in calling 
our cause Christian, we are accused of inconsistency. 
The sought-for friend sneers, and—damns us all the same.

Re incarnation rests on no p ro o f; at present, it is 
purely speculative,—,is too, imbued with Roman Cathol­
icism,—if true, can only affect us in the remote future. 
Radical Spiritualism is—too often— Rationalism run mad. 
I’roAessive—eclectic—Spiritualism has more of the true 
elements of unity we need. Admitting no finality ; ever 
broadening and improving; reducing to order as it 
proceeds, it builds as well as destroys.

Spirit Communion, God, and Individual Immortality 
are, at present, all we can unite upon : good enough in 
themselves, they are not enough. Fife, its design, duties* 
and requirements, these are the points on which we need 
a set of principles, a Spiritual Philosophy i n  f a c t ,  worthy 
of the nam e: that shall present our movement as one 
worthy of the respect of the world at large, and one that 
will fill the soul of every adherent w ith a lasting joy, and 
an eternal satisfaction.

K A TIE KING STATEMENTS.
Philadelphia is still agitated over the "Katie King” 

expose and the columns of the newspapers in that city 
contain arguments for and against the Holmeses, as 
mediums, and concerning the truthfulness of the several 
statements which have appeared. Our opinion is. that if 
the mediums have been wronged, their spirit-guides will 
see them placed aright before the world ; but if they (the 
mediums) have abused their power, and the confidence of 
those who trusted in them, then the law of compensation 
and retribution, if nothing else, will subject them to some 
humiliation, before their genuineness can be established. 
The spirit-world is always ready for test conditions when 
there is an honest endeavor, on the part of those who 
investigate, to know more of the relations between the 
two states of existence. Ix t us have done with statements. 
If there was a false door in that cabinet—that is enough. 
All other evidence turns on this, for without it there could 
have been no ingress or egress. Never mind who the 
woman was : the door is prim e facie evidence that we need 
a committee of spiritualists w ho shall use a whole cabinet.

IM PORTANT TO SUBSCRIBERS.
Postage on The Spiritual Scientist will be prepaid by 

L The Scientist Publishing Company. The yearly sub­
scription rate will be two dollars and fifty cents.

To any one sending us f iv f . names for one year, we 
-will send The Scientist in a separate wrapper to each 
person, and also one to the getter-up of the club.

Send us a club o f  eic. h t , fo r  s ix  months, at one dollar 
thirty cents, we will send you as a premium The Scientist 
for one year.

Send us f iv e  for three months, and w e  w ill send you a 
copy free during that period.

Or for f iv e  yearly subscribers, or t e n  for six months, 
or f if t e e n  for three months, we will give as a premium 
that new and valuable work, “ The Identity of Primitive 

j Christianity and Modern Spiritualism,” by Eugene 
| Crowell, M. D., a large octavo volume bound in cloth,
| price >2.75.

For f o u r  yearly, or s e v e n  s ix  months, or t e n  three 
monts, we will give the English Memorial Edition of 

I Judge Edmonds’ Letters and Tracts on Spiritualism.
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________ e d i t o r i a l  p a r a g r a p h s .
The S c ie n t i s t ja p p e a r s  in  a  n e w  d r e s s  th is  w e e k  m a d e  

by P h e l p s , D a l t o n , & Co.

I t  h a s  b e e n  our good fortune to sit as a pupil to that 
most interesting teacjier, sound philosopher, and electric 
conversationalist,,— the “  Strolling player.”  The memo­
ry of this happy event will last us during our earth life, 
and we hope will he sufficiently strong to bring us. in the 
future, again in communion with this most happy intelli 
gence. The instruction received, will we hope, better tit 
us for our duties as editor of this paper ; certainly we did 
not expect to so soon have an opportunity to get a clearer 
idea of a few of the many questions which have been 
suggested by our study into the spiritual philosophy.

T h e  i n s t r u c t i v e  lecture the “  Science of Spiritualism ” 
will be published in p.Tniphlet form, by the Scientist 
Publishing Company, and issued immediately for distri­
bution.

T h e  B o s t o n  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ’  U n i o n  have sent a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Morse, for his kind appreciation of 
their efforts to advance the cause of Spiritualism, and for 
his liberality in donating, to their fund, his fee for the 
lecture on the Science of Spiritualism, given before them 
on Sunday evening, January i l ­

ls it too early yet to think of the anniversary, March 31.

M r . M o r s e , unlike other lecturers who have visited 
this country, will take no large amount of money from 
America, when he returns to Kngland ; in fact, nothing in 
proportion to what he should have carried, as a slight 
token of his ability as a lecturer, and his worth as a 
Spiritualist and a gentleman.

nounce the future. He would go to Rome and t>ear office.and 
would even return with the supreme command to the »ame 
province, and there die.’ All was fulfilled. Further, on hi» 
approach to Carthage, when diseml>arking. the umr figure is 
related to have met him on the shore. At all events, he fell 
ill, and conjecturing the future from the past, adversity from 
prosperity, altandoned hope of recovery, though hi.s friends 
saw no reason to despair.**

EN G LISH  NO TES.
T i l l  British National Association of Spiritualists are consid- 

1 ering the idea of erecting a building for Spiritual meetings, 
and a great deal of interest is manifested in the project.

They have an expose in England now; the mediums are 
Bastion and Taylor. Some of the sitters in one of their dark 
circles, had arranged, in the room, a platinum wire which ter­
minated, at one end, in a bunch of cotUMi wool saturated in 
petroleum. The circle was in progress; the guitar and other 
instruments were performing as usual; when, at a given signalf 
a galvanic stream was sent from an adjoining room. It ran 
along the wire, ignited the wool, and in less than a quarter of a 
second the apartment was lighted with a brilliant flame. It is 
claimed on the part TO the ingehious chaps who arranged this 
contrivance that Hastian was the motive power for the myste 
rious movements of the instruments; on this point, of course, 
there is some controversy, which, if it serves no lietter purpose, 
tends, at least, to soften the feeling, that -mistakes” can occur 
only or the American side of the Atlantic.

The newspaper statements concerning the “ Katie King” of 
Philadelphia, have reached lamdon, and the spiritual papers of 
that city, now received by us, are teeming with opinions on the 
subject. “ Did'nt we tell you it was’nt our Katie.”

John Bright, of England, is attending seances in Dundee, 
Scotland, and on one occasion said “ We are convinced against 
the evidence of our own senses.’,

Medi tms for materialisations are constantly being developed 
but thete is an ap|»arent lack of test mediums ; it is the reverse 
in America.

T h e  l e c t u r e  delivered by Mr. Cooper, at Rochester 
Hall, Sunday evening, kept the audience in close atten­
tion for nearly an hour. There i* none better qualified 
thon he to deal with the subject,— “  Spiritualism in 
England.**

It is customary on the appearance of the first number 
of a paper to make apologies for errors, omissions, &c., 
T h e Scientist is not a new paper: but to make a removal, 
purchase new type, and fit up an office, is almost sufficient 
exta work to warrant us in anticipating some errors and 
asking the indulgence of our readers in this direction.

J. J . M o r s e , the celebrated English trance speaker, is 
engaged as follows, during the remainder of the time he 
is in this country; Greenfield, Mass., during February*; 
Bangor, Me., during March ; Lynn, Mass., in April ; 
New Haven, Conn., during M ay; Philadelphia. Pa., 
during June. Negotiations are pending, which when 
completed will result in Mr. Morse concluding his visit 
with an engagement in New York City, during July.

A PRO PH ECY F U L F IL L E D .
1 ) i .i \ y THE YOUNGER, the m ost elegan t w riter under the  
I  Roman Empire, w riting to h is  friend Sara, rela tes the foL 
lowing story;—

44 Our present leisure affords you an opportunity of giving 
instruction, and me of receiving it. So I would .very much 
like to learn whether you think, there are such things as ghosts, 
with form and will of their own, or whether you regard them 
as mere delusions shaped by our fears. For my ow n part. 1 

am led to believe in their existence, chiefly from a thing which 
I hear occurred to Curtius Rufus. While still in an humble 
and obscure position, he had attached himself to the governor 
of Africa. One afternoon he was strolling in the verandah, 
when he was confronted by the form of a woman, of more 
than mortal height and beauty, which greatly alarmed him. 
The phantom declared—‘She was Africa, and was there to an

A t the Boston Spiritualists' Union. Rochester Hall, Sunday 
evening, the speaker. J. J. Morse, paused in his remarks while 
two young men made a rather noisy exit from the hall, and 
when the door had ^closed upon them he brought down the 
house by remarking, in a very grave manner, that he mate a 
rule never to interrupt jieople wheu they were going ouL

Bo s t o n  ‘.S p ir i t u a l i s t s ’ U n io n .—The meeting of the 
Spiritualists’ Union, last ^Sunday evening, was addres^rd by 
Robert Cooper, Etq^wko took for his subject, “  Spiritualism 
in England.” He traced the progress of modern Spiritualism 
from its advent in thatjeountry. giving instructive particulars 
of the visits of prominent [mediums and his owa experience 
with them. The opposition to the movement, the present 
condition of. the cause, were all noticed briefly, and yet a very- 
comprehensive review was given.

Mr. Morse followed with his experience at a seance, to 
which Mr. Cooper had referred.

The meeting was largely attended; and great interest was 
manifested. A vote of thanks twes passed to Mr. Cooper, 
who had favored tha Union, by gi.'cn his lecture free of 
charge, for the benefit of the cause.

{Sh o r t - h a n d  J I o t e s .

T h e r e  is  no  danger o f  running a thing into the ground 
just now, since the Utter is frozen about four feet down. . . .  
D o n 't  get whims in to  your head. Ideas are m uch better. 
. . . . Pe o p u  who attind to their own business general!\ hod 
that it attends to th< m , in the long run. One's own is much
lie tter  than som e! o d e 's  e l s e ------T h e  forte o f  a  great m any
you ng  lad ies in th is  c ity  is  th e  p i a n o . . . P * v  a s  you  g o  " is  
a g o -s i m otto , 1 u t g o  a s  y ou  pay is  about a s  go o d  . .T h e

b uckle w hich C .ilm rre regularly u se s — A rb u c h le------M a r t y r s

o f  th e steak — th o se  w h o  p urch ase th e  15 cen t article  
M is t a k e s  so m etim es occu r . R ecen tly  an au ction eer k n e sk e d  
d ow n a cu stom er in stead  o f  an article  h e  had ju st s o ld . . . .  
S o m e t h in g  that w ill d o  to  k eep — your ow n c o u n s e l
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■ e s t v  It has a Urge circulation ; it is preserved Aw lu n d in g . an d  ih e  ad v ertise ­
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lin e  e a c h  in se r tio n .
C o rre s p o n d e n c e .—Correspondents w h o  w rite  letter* (im *i*tin g  o f  per­

sonal omnium are requested not to m ake them  m ore than  a q u arte r o f a  col­
umn in length. Letters containing important fact* or interesting n ew s m ay  be

A il communication* for the Editor. books for review. A c ., should be addressed 
F.. G rrrv  B rown, Office o f the Spiritual Scientist, 18 fc.&change Street, Boston,

s ' p r f i i w s i *  s e i i J K ' m T .

Vol. i. JA N U A R Y  28, No. 21.

R em  >va i_ T h e Office a n d  Kditnrial Room of ihe 
Scientist is now located at i§ Exchange Street, a few 
doors from Si.ite Street.

W HAT IS OUR COMMON GROUND Ol- UNION?
After quite a number of years experience, are we 

reduced to the necessity of confessing our cause has no 
coherency, and our philosophy no soul? In America, 
progressive and radical ; in France, re-incam ational; in 
England, Christian and progressive; but nowhere, unan­
imity I

Are there no points of union? Is it utterly impossible 
to fuse these diverse sections ? cannot we evolve a com­
mon basis of organic coherency ? Two points alone 
seem settled, namely, the existence of disbodied spirits, 
and the reality of their communicating with mortals. 
After that, all is sectionaluation ! If Spiritualism is to 
benefit the world, as an agency, it must be superior to 
any, at present, in existence. The success attending the 
present institutions is due to the acceptation of certain 
points ‘of union. That, combined with concerted, organ­
ised action, makes them a power to-day. Where is our 
power?

Has man a moral sense ? Undoubtedly. Also, he 
possesses an inspirational nature. His right education, 
intellectually, will clear the way for the exercise of both. 
Facts, of being, are the base of all true culture. Their 
arrangement into groups the foundations of all sciences. 
Their teachings, the bases of philosophy. All point the 
way to obedience as the means of happiness, < lur need 
is a science and a philosophy. F'or them to be able to 
assert their powers successfully, they must be superior to 
those now existent.

Thus the senses and the intellect arc ministered to. 
The “ inner life ” yearns for something besides. The 
aspirational nature must be ministered to. How ? Where 
are our principles? " M y  highest conception of right,” 
says one ; says another, “our principles are found in 
Christian Spiritualism;” “not so,” says a third, "Re-incar­
nation is to be Me Spiritualists' doctrine ;” while another 
wiseacre shouts out, “Spiritualism is a ll science,”—just 
as though men had not souls as well as senses.

Our common ground of union must contain F'act for 
the senses. Scientific Philosophy fur the intellect, and 
real Religion for the soul. The latter from the second, 
and the whole based upon the first. If there was no car 
track, there would be no surety in the-moving mass upon 
the rails. Order is Heaven’s first law. And if our 
cause is to succeed we must have more order, more 
united action, more unaminity in regard to principles, 
than we possess at present. Churchianity has cursed the

world long enough. Christ is buried under Christianity, 
but Jesus is not the measure of all Truth, any more than 
is Herbert Spencer or Tyndall. To associate our cause 
with the term “ Christianity" is to make those within, as 
well as those without, feel that it is to creedalise it. In 
England, orthodoxy is fashionable. Spiritualism is not. 
To join them is thought to bridge the gulf. It does 
n o t; our facts oppose the Church dogmas, and in calling 
our cause Christian, we are accused of inconsistency. 
T he sought-for friend sneers, and—damns us all the same.

Re incarnation rests on no proof -, at present, it is 
purely speculative,—,is too, imbued with Roman Cathol­
icism,—if true, can only affect us in the remote future. 
Radical Spiritualism is—too often— Rationalism run mad. 
Proffessive—eclectic—Spiritualism has more of the true 
elements of unity we need. Admitting no finality ; ever 
broadening and improving; reducing to order as it 
proceeds, it builds as well as destroys.

Spirit Communion, God, and Individual Immortality 
are, at present, all we can unite upon : good enough in 
themselves, they are not enough. I.ife, its design, du ties 
and requirements, these are the points on which we need 
a set of principles, a Spiritual Philosophy in’ fact, worthy 
of the nam e: that shall present our movement as one 
worthy of the respect of the world at large, and one that 
will fill the soul of every adherent with a lasting joy, and 
an eternal satisfaction.

K A TIE KING STATEMENT'S.
Philadelphia is still agitated over the “Katie King" 

expose and the columns of the newspapers in that city 
contain arguments for and against the Holmeses, as 
mediums, and concerning the truthfulness of the several 
statements which have appeared. Our opinion is. that if 
the mediums have been wronged, their spirit-guides will 
see them placed aright before the world ; but if they (the 
mediums) have abused their power, and the confidence of 
those who trusted in them, then the law of compensation 
and retribution, if nothing else, will subject them to some 
humiliation, before their genuineness can be established. 
The spirit-world is always ready for test conditions when 
there is an honest endeavor, on the part of those who 
investigate, to know more of the relations between the 
two states of existence. I ait us have done with statements. 
If there was a false door in that cabinet—that is enough. 
All other evidence turns on this, for without it there could 
have been no ingress or egress. Never mind who the 
woman was : the door is prim e fa d e  evidence that we need 
a committee of spiritualists who shall use a whole cabinet.

IM PORTANT TO SUBSCRIBERS.
Postage on The Spiritual Scientist will be prepaid by 

, The Scientist Publishing Company. The yearly sub­
scription rate will be two dollars and fifty cents.

To any one sending us f iv e  n a m e s  for one year, we 
-will send T'he Scientist in a separate wrapper to each 
pWson, and also one to the getter-up of the club.

Send us a club of e ig h t , for six months, at one dollar 
thirty cents, we will send you as a premium T'he Scientist 

! for one year.
Send us f iv e  for three months, and w e wi l l  send you a  

copy free during that period.
Or for f iv e  yearly subscribers, or t e n  for six months, 

or f i f t e e n  for three months, we will give as a premium 
that new and valuable work, “ The Identity of Primitive 

| Christianity and Modern Spiritualism,” by Eugene 
{ Crowell, M. D., a large octavo volume bound in cloth, 

price $2.75.
F'or f o u r  yearly, o r  s e v e n  six months, o r  t e n  three 

monts, we will give the English Memorial Edition of 
1 Judge Edmonds’ Letters and Tracts on Spiritualism.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 247

_______ ED ITO R IA L PARAG R APH S.
The Scientist ̂ appears in a new dress this week made 

by Phelps, Dalton, & Co.

It  h a s  b e e n  our good fortune to sit as a pupil to that 
most interesting teacher, sound philosopher, and electric 
conversationalist,,— the “  Strolling player.”  The memo­
ry of this happy event will last us during our earth life, 
and we hope will be sufficiently strong to bring us. in the 
future, again in communion with this most happy intelli­
gence. The instruction received, will we hope, better tit 
us for our duties as editor of this paper ; certainly we did 
not expect to so soon have an opportunity to get a clearer 
idea of a few of the many questions which have been 
suggested by our study into the spiritual philosophy.

T h e  in s t r u c t iv e  lecture the “  Science of Spiritualism ” 
will be published in p.mmhlet form, by the Scientist 
Publishing Company, and issued immediately for distri­
bution.

T he B o s t o n  S p ir i t u a l i s t s ' C n i o n  have sent a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Morse, for his kind appreciation of 
their efforts to advance the cause of Spiritualism, and for 
his liberality in donating, to their fund, his fee for the 
lecture on the Science of Spiritualism, given before them 
on Sunday evening, January 21.

Is it too early yet to think of the anniversary, March 31.

M r . M o r se ,  unlike other lecturers who have visited 
this country, will take no large amount of money from 
America, when he returns to Kngland ; in fact, nothing in 
proportion to what he should have carried, as a slight 
token of his ability as a lecturer, and his worth as a 
Spiritualist and a gentleman.

T h e  l e c t u r e  delivered by Mr. Cooper, at Rochester 
Hall, Sunday evening, kept the audience in close atten­
tion for nearly an hour. There is none ln*tter qualified 
thon he to deal with the subject,— “ Spiritualism in 
England.”

It is customary on the appearance of the first number 
of a paper to make apologies for errors, omissions, &c., 
The Scientist is not a new paper: but to make a removal, 
purchase new type, and tit up an office, is almost sufficient 
cxta work to warrant us in anticipating some errors and 
asking the indulgence of our readers in this direction.

J. J . M o r s e , the celebrated English trance speaker, is  
engaged as follows, during the remainder of the time he 
is in this country: Greenfield, Mass., during February; 
Bangor, Me., during March ; Lynn, Mass., in April ; 
New Haven, Conn., during M ay; Philadelphia. Pa., 
during June. Negotiations are pending, which when 
completed will result in Mr. Morse concluding his \isit 
with an engagement in New York City, during July.

A PRO PH ECY F U L F IL L E D .

1)1.1 ny  THE YOUNGER, the m ost elegan t w riter under the 
Roman Empire, w riting to h is friend Sara, rela tes the fol­

lowing story;—
“  Our present leisure affords you  an opportunity of giving 

instruction, and me of receiving it. So I would .very much 
like to learn whether you think̂  there are such  things as ghosts, 
with form and will of their own, or whether you  regard them 
as mere delusions shaped by our fears. For my own part, I 
am led to believe in their existence, chiefly from a thing which 
1 hear occurred to Curtius Rufus. While still in an humble 
and obscure position, he had attached himself to the governor 
of Africa. One afternoon he was strolling in the verandah, 
when he was confronted by the form of a woman, of more 
than mortal height and beauty, which greatly alarmed him. 
The phantom declared—‘She was Africa, and was there to an

nounce the future. He would go to Rome and )>ear office.and 
would even return with the supreme command to the same 
province, and there die.’ All was fulfilled. Further, on his 
approach to Carthage, when disembarking, the same figure U 
related to have met him on the shore. At all events, he fell 
ill. and conjecturing the future from the past, adversity from 
prosperity, abandoned hope of recovery, though his friends 
saw no reason to despair.**

EN G LISH  N O TES.

I'm  British National Association of Spiritualists are consid­
ering the idea of erecting a building for Spiritual meetings, 

ami a great deal of interest is manifested in the project.
They have an expose in England now; the fnediums are 

llastian and Taylor. Some of the sitters in one of their dark 
c ircles, had arranged, in the room, a platinum wire which ter­
minated. at one end, in a bunch of cotton wool saturated in 
petroleum. The circle was in progress ; the guitar and other 
instruments were performing as usual: when, at a given »ignal( 
a galvanic stream was sent from an adjoining room. It ran 
along the wire, ignited the wool, and in less than a quarter of a 
second the apartment was lighted with a brilliant flame. It is 
claimed on the partTO the ingehious chaps who arranged this 
contrivance that Bastian was the motive power for the mystc 
rious movements of the instruments; on this point, of course, 
there is some controversy, w hich, if it serves no l>etter purpose, 
tends, at least, to soften the feeling, that "mistakes" can occur 
only or the American side of the Atlantic.

The newspaper statements concerning the "Katie King" of 
Philadelphia, have reached London, and the spiritual {tapers of 
that city, now received by us, arc teeming w ith opinions on the 
subject. “ Dkl’nt we tell you it was'nt our Katie.”

John Bright, of England, is attending seances in Dundee, 
Scotland, and on one occasion said "W e are convinced against 
the evidence of our own senses.',

Medi ims for materialisations are constantly being developed 
but there is an apjarent lack of test mediums; it is the reverse 
in America.

A t the Boston Spiritualists’ Union. Rochester Hall, Sunday- 
evening, the speaker. J. J. Morse, paused in his remarks while 
two young men made a rather noisy exit from the hall, and 
when the door had ^closed u|>nn them he brought down the 
house by remarking, in a very grave manner, that he mate a 
rule never to interrupt |»eoplc wheu they were going ouL

Bo st o n  “ S p ir i t u a l i s t s ’ U n io n .—The meeting of the 
Spiritualists’ Union, last ^Sunday evening, was adc’ressrd by 
Robert Cooper, Esq.,*who took for his subject, *  Spiritualism 
in England.’’ He traced the progress of modern Spirituali>m 
from its advent in thaccountry, giving instructive particulars 
of the visits of prominent [mediums and his own experience 
with them. The opposition to the movement, the present 
condition of the cause, were all noticed briefly, and vet a very- 
comprehensive review was given.

Mr. Morse followed with his experience at a seance, to 
which Mr. Cooper had referred.

The meeting was largely Attended; and great interest wras 
manifested. A vote of flunks ,wr> passed to Mr. Cooper, 
who had favored tha Union, by g i .cn his lecture free of 
charge, for the benefit of the cause.

£>HORT-HAND J^OTEg.

T h e r e  is  no  d anger o l  running a th in g  in to  th e  grou n d  
ju st now , s in ce  the la lier  is  froaen about four fee t d o n . . . .  
D o n 't  g e t w him s in to  you r head. Id e a s  are m uch b etter.
. . . .  P e o p l e  w ho a tttn d  to  th eir  ow n  b u s in e ss  gen era lly  Rod 
that it a tten d s to  th< m , in th e lo n g  run. O n e's  ow n is  m uch
Iw tter than som el o d y ’s  e l s e ------T h e  forte o f  a  great m any
you ng  lad ies in th is  c ity  is  th e  p ia n o . . . . “  P a V a s  you  g o  * is
a good  m otto, t u t  g o  a s  y ou  pay is  about a s  g o o d ------T h e

b uckle w hich G ilra >re regularly u se s— A r b u c k le .. . .  M a r t y r s  
o f  th e steak— th o se  w h o  p urch ase th e 15 ce n t a r t i c l e . . . .  
M is t a k e s  rom etim es occur. R ecen tly  an auction eer k n ock ed  
dow n  a cu stom er in stead  o f  an article  he had ju st s o l d . . . .  
S o m e t h in g  that w ill do to  k eep — you r ow n co u n se l
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M A T ER IA LIZ A T IO N S.
•  B Y  T H O M A S W . S IL L O W A Y , A . M.

Th is  n ew ly  coined »nd good word, which comprehends 
much, aw akens intense and peculiar sensations in all who 

k n ow  its use and import. To some organisms it anticipates 
n ew  things, interestingly wonderful, akin to the incredible: 
in all others it awakens feelings of disgust, because it tells of 
things, as they judge, impossible, and against natural law. In 
the optoion of such, generally, it is also anti-scriptural, which 
is to them, p t r  u , the argument for an anathema qn not only 
the persons observing, but on the story they tell. To believe 
in m ateria liza tion s,—that is spiritual element enough material- ' 
iied to b e  visible to material eyes, handled with fleshy hands, 
h eard  and  felt by mortals,—is, by the class last named, con­
s id ered  evidence of fanaticism and weakness of intellect; 
vagaries  of a  diseased brain; or worse yet, the tricks of 
shrew d Jmen and women, deceiving their less shrewd, but cred­
u lou sly  inclined observers. A  heavy load carries the person 
who, in this year, 1875, says, “ I have seen, and heard, and 
fe lt  these things, and so I believe.” The-great outside major­
ity, who has Hot observed, and so, not believing, feels called 
upon to act as a brake on the wheels of progress. . In spite, 
however, of the large friction produced, the car of science 
and reformation, in either or all of the great domains, moves 
surely and steacSly up the somewhat long and heavy grade, 
carry in g  all to the summit; losing nothing, and so anew rari­
ties th e  remark that “  nothing good dies.” Were it not for 
th e  fact that, from the first, science and reform has, at all pe­
r iod s, had to contend with the world’s great theologic element; 
zealous of its interests, we should be at a loss to know why 
it o p p o ses  now.

We assume no untenable ground when we say, that what 
are termed materializations to-day, are by no means new; they 
are only feebler and of less moment than those of a couple of 
a centuries ago. There is an old adage, which perhaps gives 
a clue to present opposition and conditions. “ He who fights, 
and runs away, may live to fight another day." Had the ma­
terializations of the time named been properly met and ju­
diciously considered, the battle would not have to be fought 
now. We talk of nineteenth century glories : these would 
have been seventeenth century ones, and as glorious as ours, 
but for a triumph of the same element and spirit which is 
vainly attempting to postpone invevtigation now.

“  Truth crushed to earth will rise again.” The ghost will 
not. be laid. The earth moves, whether Galileo physically 
dies or lives.

Consider now a few of thousands of examples of materiali- 
zations,—manifestations similar, identical in nature, but more 
incredible and greater than any to be seen or observed now 
They were attested to by men celebrated for intelligence, 
integrity, and piety. Named as good examples of imitation, 
by all who live in this day and generation which is said 
to be characterized by a decline from uprightness and honest 
purpose. A degenerate age, one in which is lost sight of the 
good old piety and truth of the years gone.

In the celebrated case of Margaret Rule, tried before the 
civil court at Boston, for w itc lu ra ft, Samuel Aves, Robert 
Earle, John Wilkins, Daniel Williams, Thomas Thornton, and 
William Hudson testified as follows: “  The said Margaret Rule , 
was seen by us to be lifted up from her bed wholly by an in­
visible force, a great way towards the top of the room where she 
lay, having no assistance even from her own arms or hands; 
and when so lifted up a strong person could not pull her down, 
nor could the weight of others upon her prevent her from as­
cending up.”

On the loth of May, 1680, was conducted the trial of Eliz­
abeth Morse of Newbury, Mass. She was tried as a witch, 
and condemned to be hanged, but was afterwards reprieved. 
Persons of undoubted veracity and intelligence were witnesses 
at the trial, and from the mass of testimony given under oath,
I take the following, being a portion of the testimony of her 
husband, William Morse. “ On Monday, Mr. Richardson, the 
minister, being there, and my brother, the frame of my cow­
house they saw very fume, I sent my boy to akare the fowles 
from my hog's nest. He went to the tf>w-house and it fell 
downe, my boy crying out with the hurt of the fall. In the 
afternoon, the potto, hanging over the fire, did dash so vehe­
mently one against the Gther, we sett down one that they j

might not 'dash to pieces. I saw the andiron leap into the 
pott, and dance, anti leap out, and againe leap in and dance 
and leap out againe, and leap on a table and there abide ; and 
my wife saw the andiron on the table. Also I saw the pott 
turn itsclfe over, and throw down all the water. Againe, we 
saw a tray with wool leap up and down anti throw the wool 
out, and saw nobody meddle with it. Againe, a tub, his hoop 
fly off of itselfe, and the tub turne over and nobody neere it. 
Againe, a wooden wheel upside down anti a spade sett on it. 
Stephen Greenleaf saw it, and myself anti wife. . . Againe. my 
wife and the boy making the bed, the chest open anti shutt, 
the bed clothes would not be made to ly on the bed, but fly 
off againe.” Thomas Rogers and George Hardy, being at 
William Morse’s house, affirmed that the earth in the chimney 
corner moved and scattered on them. That “  Thomas Rogers 
was hitt wijh somewhat. Hardy with an iron ladle, as is sup­
posed. Somewhat ahitt William Morse a great* blow, but it 
was so swift that they could not tell what it was, but looking 
downe, after they heard the hoyes, they saw a shoe. Mr 
Richardson, on Saturday, testified that “ a l>oard flew against 
his chaire, and he heard a noyes in another room which he ’ 
supposed, in all reason, to be diabolical.”

1 am aware that the foregoing partakes more of the nature 
of what are now known as Physical Manifestations, rather 
than Materializations. They are adduced as preparatory to 
what I next quote, which are a few examples more closely 
allied to the latter. 1 add, in passing, that those desirous of 
more extended accounts of these manifestations are referred 
to Coffin’s History of Newbury, Mass., also to Mathers’ Won­
ders of the Invisible World, as found in his “ Magnalia.” In 
the work last named, he has many examples or ** relations.”  
In the Third example, speaking of the Morse manifestation, 
he says, “ Before the Divil was chained up, the in v is ib le  hand, 
which did all these things, began to put on an astonishing 
visibility.”

“ They often thought they felt the hand that scratch’d them, 
while yet they saw it not; but when they thought they had 
hold of it, it would give them the slip. Once, the fist, lieating 
the man, was discernable, but they could not catch hold of it. 
At length, an apparition of a Blackmoor child shew’d itself 
plainly to them, and another time, a drumming on the boards 
was heard, which was followed by a voice that sang, ‘ Revenge! 
revenge ! sweet is revenge.’ At this, the people were territi’d, 
called upon God; whereupon there follow’d a mourn full note, 
several times uttering these expressions; * Alas, alas! we 
knock no more, we knock no more! ’ and there wts an end 
of all.”

He begins his Ninth Exemple by the following: “ H ere ipse 
m iserrim a v id i”  (“  These things t̂hese wretched eyes beheld.”) 
He was a personal eye witness of them, and a part of them 
occurred at his own house. After a recital of many incredi­
bly strange things, he says, *  It was th^ eldest of these 
children that fell chiefly under my observation; for I took her 
home to my own family. An invisible chain would be claspt 
about her, and she, in much pain and fear, would cry out when 
they began to put it on. Sometimes we could with our hands 
knock it off as it began to be fasten’d. But, ordinarily, when 
it was on she would be pull’d out of her seat with such vio­
lence towards the fire that it was as much as one or two can 
do to keep her out.” . . . “  I may add, that they put on un­
seen rope, with a cruel noose, about her neck, whereby she 
she was choak’d until she was black in the face, and tho’ it 
was got off before it killed her, yet there w ere red marks of it, 
and of a finger and thumb near it, remaining to be seen for 
some while afterwards.” . . . “ Sometimes these children, 
would be very mad; and then they would climb over high 
fences, yea, they would fly like geese, and be carried with an 
incredible swiftness through the air, having but just their toes 
now and then upon the ground,—sometimes not once in 
twenty foot,—and their arms waved like a wings of a bird.” . .  
44 The demons would pull her out of the people’s hands, and 
make her heavier than perhaps three of herself.”

The narrative of these four children, of John Goodwin of 
Boston, was prepared, at great length, by Mr. Mather, then 
minister of the second church. The ministers of Bostoirand 
Charlestown, who were frequent observers of the manifesta­
tions,*and who several times made prayers at the house of the 
afflicted* family, accompanied the narative with their endorse­
ment and attested to its truth. It was reprinted in Ixmdon, 
and the famous Richard Baxter, now.'asjhcn,^considered first
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bought him off without the loss of his life: since which there 
has been heard no more of the business.

The history I receiv’d of Mr. Joseph Beacon himself, who, 
a little while before his own pious and hopefull death, which 
follow'd not long after, gave me the story, written and sign'd 
with his own hand, and attested with the circumstances 1 al­
ready mention’d.”

Mr. Mather has been accused of being superstitious and 
carried away by delusion. No man. I think, could have been 
more critical in his examinations. None more sincere in his 
opinions. In the preface to these examples, and the many 
others he relates,—all of which are as strange and unaccount­
able, or unexplained, save on the theory of our modern spirit­
ual manifestations,—in this he remarks, “  1 will now offer the 
publick some remarkable histories, for every one of which we 
have had such a sufficient evidence, tha, no reasonable man in 
this whole country ever did question them; and it will be un­
reasonable to do it in any other. For my own part, I would be 
as exceedingly afraid of w riting a fa lse  thing* as of doing an 
i l l  thing', but have my pen always move intiu: fear of God.” 
Who of all our clergy or laity of our day, is \n»>re an honest 
observer or investigator, or more religiously inclined ?

The entire pages of The Scientist could be filled with ex­
amples, as strange and as well-autheuticated as these named, 
and are ready at hand, as if waiting to be used; but I must 
not intrude, and with a single example more will close.

On the court records of Boston, appears the following: 
“ August ye 2cond 1692. William Beale, of Marblehead, 
aged upward of 60 yeares, testifieth and saith, that last March 
past was i2moenth, towards the latter end of the moenth, 
then, myself l>eing in the house of George Bonfields of Mar­
blehead, whither I had gone that I might have helpe to nurse 
or looke after mee, because of a greate and wracking paine 
had seized upp on my body, l>cing broade awake, I saw upon 
the iaume—jamb—of the chimney a darker shade wch. covred 
the iaume aforesaide, and in the middlee of the darkness 
uppon the iaume I behelde somethingc of the form or shaj>e 
of a man. 1 turned my head uppon the pillers and in ye dark- 
nesse aforesayed saw the plaine shape or else the |>erson of 
1’hillip English of Salem, the wch reports say married with ’ 
William Hollingsworth’s daughter of Salem, according to my 
best indyement, knowledge, and understandinge. As I had 
formerly knoledge and ackquaintcnce with him—English— :ny 
coniecktures of him and these passages aforesayd were as 
followeth: What is this man’s business heere now, or wch 
way came he hither so soonc this morneing? By land or 
water? Then laborcing to correkt my thoughts, not to thinke 
that hee was a wich, and flyinge to our Omnipotent Jehovah 
for his blessing and protection by secret circulations, instant­
ly the roome aforesayd became cleare, and ye shape, shade, or 
person vanished. And this was alK>ut the time that news 
brought to mee in ye morning that my son James wps very [ 
like to recover of the small pox, wch 1 left at home sick; and 
ye same day in ye afternoon came news that hee was suddenly 
strooke with a paine on his side and did not expect to live 
three hours, and, ack cording to my Judgment, before three 
houres weerc ended newes came that he was departed this 
life; at wch doctor Jackson, wch was his doctor, and William 
Dagget wch was his nurse, both of Marblehead, told me yt 
they admired and wondered. And it was not many moenths 
before that, my son George* Beale departed this life in 
ye same house, after he was recovered of the small pox. Hee 
deceased ianuary ye 23 before my son James death afore­
sayd.”

These few of many manifestations and materializations 
have been quoted as illustration of the fact of the appearnce 
of spirits, at intervals, down through all the years to our own 
time; never yet explained, nor as well accounted for as may 
be done by an intelligent theory of Spiritualism. If these 
things arc so, does it well become a person, claiming to be a 
Christian or one of scientific attainment, to ridicule and re­
frain from properly investigating this system, which now has 
a history of centuries, and especially when it exists as fact, 
that during the twenty-seven years just passed the thing has 
so advanced, and become the faith and belief of miliums, on 
each side of the water, that all attempts to “ lay the g h o st" has 
not only proved abortive, but given an added strength to the 
very thing they would destroy.

class evangelical authority, furnished preface, in which he 
says, “  This great instance comes with such convincing evi 
dence, that he must be a very obdurate Sadducee, that will not 
believe it”

It is hard to refrain from remcmljering that obdurate Saddu- 
ceeism still exists. It is also an interesting fact, and one 
worthy of our consideration, that a non-belief in the existence 
of ever present and acting spirits was in the days of the fath­
ers of New England, not only recognized as Sadduceeism, but 
luridly stigmatized as such. To his description of the mani­
festations at Salem Village, in the family of Kev. Mr. Pares, 
Mr. Mather used as the title or heading of the article, 
“  Sadducismus Debellatus ” (** Sadducism Stormed,”) and so it 
has come in our time to l>e, that, notwithstanding the clergy 
and their followers of the former times are spoken of as emi- 
nently pious, intelligent, and an example to us, yet their opin­
ions and judgment arc now, when adopted and approved by us.
I pronounced heretical and subversive of the best interests of 
humanity and the Christian Church. In this emergency what 
shall we follow if not our observations, and the teachings of 
reason and common sense ?

In his Twelfth Example, Mr. Mather remarks, “  Apparitions 
after death are things which, when they occur, have more of 
strangeness in them. And yet they have been often seen in 
this land: particularly, (arsons who have died abroad at sea, 
have, w ithin a day after their death, been seen by their friends, 
in their houses at home. The sights have occasioned much 
notice and much discourse at the very time of them; anil 
records have l»een kept of the time,—reader, I write but what 
hath fallen w ithin my own personal observation,—and it hath 
been afterwards found to be that very time when they appeared.
I will, from several instances which I have know n of this thing, 
single out one that shall have in it much of demonstration, as 
well as particularity.

“ It was on the second of May in the year 1687, that a most 
ingenious, accomplish'd and well-dispos'd young gentleman, 
M*. Joseph Beacon by name, about 5 o’clock in the morning 
as he lay, whether sleeping or waking he could not say,—but 
judged the latter of them,—had a view of his brother, then at 
London, although he was now himself at our Boston, distanc'd 
frym him a thousand leagues. This, his brother, appear'd to 
him in the morning— I say—about 5 o’clock, at Boston, hav- 
ing«nn him a Bengale gown which he usually wore, with a 
napkin ty’d al>out his head; his countenance was very* pale, 
ghastly, deadly, and he had a bloodly wound on one side of his 
forehead. 4 Brother !* said the affrighted Joseph. 4 Brother,’ 
answer’d the ap}>arition. Said Joseph, 4 What’s the matter, 
brother? how came you here?* The apparition reply’d,
* Brother, 1 have been most barbarously and inhumanly mur­
der'd by a debauch’d fellow, to whom I never did any wrong 
in my life.’ Whereupon he gave a particular description of 
the murderer, adding, 4 Brother, this fellow, changing his name, 
is attempting to come over into New England, in F e y  or W ild ,
I would pray you, on the first arrival of either of these, to get 
an order from the governor to seize the person who I have 
now described; and do you indict him for the murder of me, 
your brother. I’ll stand by you and prove the indictment.’ 
And so he vanish'd. Mr. Beacon was extreamly astonish'd 
at what he had seen and heard, and the people of the family 
not only observ’d an extraordinary alteration upon him for the 
week following, but have also given me, under their hands, 
a full testimony that he then gave them an account of this ap­
parition. All this while, Mr. Beacon had no advice of any­
thing amis attending his brother then in England, but about 
the latter end of June following, he understood, by the com­
mon ways of communication, that the April before, his broth­
er, going in haste, by night, to call a coach for a lady, met a 
fellow, then in drink, with his doxy in his hand. Some way 
or other the fellow thought himself affront'd in the hasty* pas­
sage of this Beacon, and immediately ran in to the fireside of 
a neighboring tavern, from whence he fetch'd .out a fire-fork, 
wherewith he previously wound'd Beacon on the skull, even in 
the very part where the apparition shew'd his wound. Of this 
wound he languish’d until he dy'd, on the 2d of May, about 5 
of the clock in the morning, at London. The murderer, it 
seems, was endeavoring an escape, as the apparition affirm'd; 
but the friends of the deceas'd Beacon seized him. and. pros­
ecuting him at law, he found the help of such friends as
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To say that we teach a motiveless religion is surely the 
strangest misconception. What! Is it nothing ffut we teach 
you that each act in this, the seed time of your life, will bear 
its own fruit in the hereafter ? that the results of conscious and 
deliberate sin must needs be remedied in sorrow and shame at 
the cost of infinitely laborious pain in far-distant ages ? that the 
erring spirit mnst gather up the tangled thread of its former 
sins, and strive as best it may to unravel the evil of which it 
was long ages ago the perpetrator—and this not perfunctorily, 
not imperfectly, as a task to be finished with all speed, but 
with burning earnestness and with overmastering real, as know, 
ing that on the perfect completion of the work, happiness 
absolutely depends ? A h ! could you see the tearful, prayerful 
pains that erring spirits must take to purge them of their stains 
of guilt; the efforts by which alone they can emerge into peace 
from the surging whirlpool into which their sins have plunged 
them: hear the despairing cries, as another, and yet anoher 
consequence of their sin discovers itself: the shuddering sense 
of blood-guiltiness, as thoughtless deeds develop themselves 
into misery, despair, and death; could you see, in a word, the 
infinite ramification of the effects of sin and the efforts of the 
awakened soul to undo them, you would ndt need to seek for 
a stronger deterrent, nor speak to us of ‘motiveless religion."

AU TO BIO G R APH Y OF J. J. MORSE.
X autobiographical sketch of J. J. Morse appears in the 

Medium and Daybreak, for January 8, 1875, from which 
we gleam that Mr. Morse was born the 1st of October, i84<> 
At four years of age he was left without a mother, at nine his 
father died, and from this time to the year 1868 he received 
no education,—except a practical one which comes from hard 
work as a collier boy, furnace boy in an iron foundry, waiter 
barman, 4 c. It would seem that the ill-treatment he received 
at school, the unkindness of his relatives which forced him to 
this ultimatum, was a designed experience to better fit him for 
the service which he is now rendering the world.

It was in the autumn of the last mentioned year, that his 
attention was directed to Spiritualism. A law suit against the 
medium Home was reported in the daily papers, and being 
the subject of discussion at one time, he was induced to read 
several works and attend a seance. He gives an idea of the 
indescribable sensation which there possessed him, and of his 
actions while under conscious control.

At another time, while cleaning pewter pots in sand, the index 
finger of his right hand traced letters in the sand: he remem­
bered (or rather, as he now supposes, was impressed) that 
spirits could communicate by writing mediumship, and ascer­
taining they were anxious to do so, at evening he received 
a communication, through his own hand, from his mother. 
Not believing in Spiritualism he attempted to explain away 
the phenomenon, but found himself obliged to attend the 
seance the next Sunday evening: again he was controlled,— 
this time to take the Bible, open it to the 14th chapter of 
Romans, declaim the first verse, and preach a lecture or 
sermon. Other evenings, also, he went under Influence, but 
was happy only when he had become a convert to a belief in 
the science of mesmerism. Finally, he received tests from 
other mediums, and the question of spirit communion was 
settled in his mind.

Some months later, while under physical control, he walked 
to the fire place, inserted his hand “  into the blazing mass! 
stirring it up much in the same fashion as a poker would have 
done under the circumstances," although he could feel 
nothing, save that he was touching something that was neither 
cold, hot, or anything else. This was in the presence of 
other persons.

He details the circumstances under which he became the 
medium for seances at the Spiritual Institute, at London, of 
his success in this sphere of usefulness, and up to the time 
when he was obliged to become a professional speaker. In 
this connection, also, is given a very interesting incident 
illustrating the power of spirits to correctly prophesy.

In conclusion, he speaks of his guides, “  Tien-Sien-Tie " and 
the “ Actor”  or the “ Strolling Player.” He-speaks very 
modestly of their ability, and does not seem to have even a 
small degree of consciousness that hw is one of the most 
genial, intelligent, gentlemanly, and eloquent inspirational 
speakers that are controlled in the cause of Spiritualism.

The wisdom and philosophy of Tien-Sien-Tie is evident in 
the lectures of the past few Sundays, at Beethoven Hall, and 
before the Boston Spiritualists’ Union in the evening. Of the 
logical ability, philosophical acuteness, quick repartees, bright 
wit of the “  Strolling Player,”—he needs only to be heard to 
appreciated and loved.

J^OTEg AND j^OTICE?.

The annual convention of the New York State Organ­
ization of Spiritualists, was held at Buffalo, on the 17th 
inst. Saturday was devoted to the discussion of business 
matters and the election of officers for the ensuing year. 
The convention lasted two days and evenings. Among 
the prominent speakers were Rev. J. H. Hunter, of 
Auburn, N. Y., Geo. \V. Taylor, of Chicago, Mrs. Emma 
Hardinge Britten, cl Boston, and Mrs. E. C. Woodruff. 
At the close of the convention the receipts were found to 
exceed the expenses (which had for the greater part been 
borne by J. W. Seaver of Byron, N. Y.) by some thirty- 
five dollars which was immediately Jaised by collection.

The following are a few of the many notices which 
the Scientist has received ;—
|  ** The R . P. Jo u rn al,”  o f Chicago, says : "  It i» conducted in an able manner.’

T h e  ** Commonwealth "  Button, nays: ** It is published by a com pany, w eek ly , 
in 12-page form, and hat articles o f a sober and judicious character. It seems an 
effort to unite reverence and a rational religious faith with Spiritualism . T here 
are many who will hail such an exponent.”

**Southbridge Journal.”  “ T h e editor it a Spiritualist o f sincere conviction 
a genial, intelligent gentlem an, and we wish him w ell.”

T h e  "  Boston H erald ,”  in its editorial column o f September i i . s a y s :  “ T h e  
S /iritm */ Scientist is the title o f a  new weekly paper, published and edited by 
Mr. E . (ierry Brown. We judge by the opening number that the editor proposes 
to make his paper thy exponent o f that better class of spiritualists who do not be­
lieve that every other form of revelation but theirs is fa lse ."

“  Boston Traveler.”  “ The S/iritmm/ Scientist is the title o f a  new w eekly 
paper, published and edited by Mr. E . G erry Brown. Mr. Brown is a practical 
printer, and an active business man, well qualified to make an interesting paper.

T h e “  Quincy Patriot.”  “  He is, in our estimation, capable o f giving his patrons 
I an able paper, as the field he enters is unlimited, giving him a grand opportunity 
I to show his intellectual abilities. We would therefore call the attention o f the 
I many Spiritualists in this place to the S c i e n t i s t .

“  Boston A dvertiser." “  T h e Sfiritu m l S. ientist. a w eekly paper devoted to 
the science, history, philosophy, and teaching' o f Spiritualism , made its first ap ­
pearance yesterday. It is a twelve-paged, double-column sheet, of neat typo­
graphical appearance, and the contents o f the first number give promise that the 
enterprise anil deserve the hearty support of the community in whose interest it 
is undertaken.”  if

T h e  “  H averhill Publisher”  say s: “ it discusses in an able and candid m an­
ner the various phases o f this m< d-rn doctrine which is moving the religious 
world to its foundation. It is well calculated to command attention from all who 
are interested in free discussion on all subjects pertaining to science and religion.”

| “ Commercial B u lletin ." “  The first number o f the S/iritum / a  weekly 
journal devoted to the science, history, philosophy, and teachings o f Spiritualism , 
was issued on Thursday. It is a convenient, twelve-page, double-column paper, 
and presents a very neat appearance. Mr. E . G eiry  Brown, the editor, has been 
able to offer a very interesting array o f original and selected matter, arranged in 
suitable departments, and the new enterprise deserves the support o f all inter­
ested in the doctrines it proclaims.”

“  Lawrence A m erican." T h e  Sfiritm */ S citn iilt  is the title o f a new journal, 
edited by Mr. E . G erry Brown, late o f the business department o f the “  Journal o f 
Cow m en e.”  Mr Brown is a thoroughly conscientious Spiritualist, a pleasant 
writer, and a genial good fellow. T he Sfim tist  is a twelve-page paper, and the 
first number betokens good taste and ab llily . T h e believers in spiritual phenom­
ena, and all who would be informed as to its best phases, will find in the new 
paper the moat correct reports and scientific discussion of these matters. T h e  
publishing office i» at No. 9 Brumfield Street, Boston, and the subscription price, 
faga

T« present the following subjects for the consideration of those who may be 
f pleased to contribute to our columns, believing that the opiniona o f individ­

uals. cither based upon observation or on spirit information, may be o f use 
to those who have n«4 satisfied themselves upon the points suggested. We shall 
endeavor to notice all contributions,—cither by publishing in fu ll, or abstracting 
opinions expressed ’—

1. In what respect, and to what extent, does the action o f a  disembodied spirit 
upon our organism differ from that of an embodied spirit >

t. Under what natural laws, and in what manner, do disembodied spirits net 
upon inanimate matter t

3. I f  emanations from our body are necessary for certain manifestations, How 
I do they contribute to the result }

4. Can embodied spirits act upon inanimate matter in the same w ay, and if  not, 
s b y  net ?

«. In what respect does the vision o f a conscious medium differ from that o f 
other persons *

j 6. C aa  this state of vision be produced, and hew f
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T J  FORM A IsPIRIT CIRCLE. T  0 I N V K S T 1 0 A

I t  U calculated that 9>n« j»erson in every seven 
might become a medium by observing the proper con­
ditions. The thousands of Soiritualista have, in nio*i 
cases, arrived it  their tonclii*i»n» by agencies e*ub 
liahed by themaelvea and independently of each Othei 
and o f the service! of professional mediums. Ever) 
spiritualist is indeed an ** investigatoc,"—it may be ai 
an advanced stage ; and that all may become so, the 
following conditions are presented a» those under which 
(he phenomena may at all tunes be evolved

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualisi 
or professional medium present. Should no result* br 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit 
ters. One or more person* possessing medial power* 
without knowing it arc to be louud m nearly every 
household.

I. Let the mom be o f a comfortable temperature, 
bat cool rather than warm - lei arrangeim ut- be made 
that nobody shall enter it, ami that their shall be no 
interruption lor one hour during the sitting of the cir­
cle. w.

i  I-et the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about t!te same number of each sea. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, isiih all the palm* 
o f the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters The removal of a hand from 
the table for a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table, 
it sometimes, but not alw ays, very considerably delays 
the manifestations.

j .  Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets ol clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication that may be 
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
in the same circle, for such a want of harmony lends 
to prevent manifestations, except * ith  well-developed 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to en­
cage  in general conversation or in singing, and it is 
best that neither should be o f a frivolous nature. A 
prayerful, earnest feeling among the members o f the 
Circle gives the higher spirits more power to come to 
the circle, and makes it more difficult for the lower 
spirits to get near. • •

6. T he first symptom o f the invisible power at srork 
»• often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. T he first manifestations will probably be 
table fillings or raps.

7. When motions o f the table or sounds are pro­
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent be­
ing. Let him tell the table that three lilts or raps 
mean ** Yes.”  one meant "  N o ,"  and two mean 
** Doubtful,' and ask whether the ariangement is 
sn den teod. I f  three signals be given in answer, then 
say . “  I f  I speak the letters o f the alphabet slowly, 
will you signal every time I come to the letter you 
want, and spell us out a  message ? "  Should three 
signals be given, set to work on the plan proposed, 
and from tni* time an intelligent system o f communi­
cation is established

8. Afterwards the question should be put, "  Are 
we sitting in the right order to get the best manifesta­
tions f ”  Probably some members o f the circle will 
then be told to change seats with eaeh other, and the 
signals will be afterwards strengthened. Neat ask,
• W ho is the medium ? "  When spirits come assert­
ing them*elve* to be related or known to anybody 
present, well-chosen questions should bo put to test

SriRiTt'ALKM deserves investigation, becat 
' the Last twenty years it ha* found its way int 
[ civ ilized countries on the globe ; it has also a lit 

of thousands of volumes and not a  few periodica
The 1/undon Dialectical Society, Adam Street,

J phi, under the presidency o f Sir John Lubbuck, b  • 
M P , appointed a Committee to investigate spirit 
phenomena The Committee was appointed 00 t.

' * '  1 nuary, 1869, as follows
Atkinson, Esq., F .G .S . ; G . W heatley Ben-

at.lh o f Jan u ary , 1809, as follows:-
”  A  li .  Atkinson, Esq . F .G .S . ; G. W heatley Be 

belt. Esq ; J  S. Bergheim, Esq., C .E . ; H  K. I

M .D . . i i n .  Ed-

Robert
Esq , Al-hlrs. J .  G. Hillier ; Henry Je ffrey , Esq. ,  n»- 
bert K .sch, Esq , M R.C S. ; Joseph Maurice. F.sq ;

B M Moss. E*q ; RobertMeyers, Esq. , ------- --------- - _  .  .
Ouelch, I  *q , C .E . ; 1 homas Reed, Esq. ; C . Russell
Rob ........................  “

•  he accuracy o f ihe statement*, a* spirits out o f the 
body have all the virtues and all the failings o '  " |  
in tne body.

t o f spirits

9. A  powerful physical medium is usually a person 
o f  an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and 
very sensitive to mesmeric influences. T he majority 
of media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the me- 
nembers o f the circle are strongly 
the affections, sad  are 1 borough I y

! A
The Identity 

of Primitive Christianity
A N D

Modern Spiritualism.
B Y  E U G E N I  C R O W E L L , M D .

One large O ctavo Volume, haadaotnely printed and
bound in doth . Prion, # 9 . 75 .

diuin and all the members o f the circle are strongly 
bound together by the affections, sad  are thoroughly 
r ..mfortable and h ap p y ; the manifestations are born
o f I he .p in t, .n / t h n n k  somewhat from the lower 
mental influences o f earth. Fam ily circlet, with no . 
str ingers present, are usually the best.

I f  the circle is composed of persons with suitable 
temperaments, manifestations will take place read­
ily ; i f  the contrary be the case, much perseverance 
will be necessary. •

Possibly at the first sitting of a  circle symptoms o« 
other forms o f medmmahip than tilts or raps may 
make their appearance.

G E R A L D  M A S S E Y ’S 
A  T a le  o f  E te r n i ty ,  a n d  O th e r

Pocm t,—Cabinet Edition, . * J . O O .
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5 b S*n« postpaid on receipt o f price. Sold whole- 
■ ate and retail, by the

S c ie n tis t  P u b l i s h in g  C o m p an y , 
1 8  E x c h a n g e  S t., P o s to n .

_________  unity o f the higher teachings of
Modem Spiritualism with those o f early C h n atiaaty , 
this work m respectfully dedicated.

C O N T E N T S .
T.—Spiritual Gifts.

II  — Inspiration and Mediumship.
I I I .  —Faith.
I V . - G i f t  of Heeling.
V .—Working of Miracles.

V I .—Physical Manifestations.
V II .-P ro p h e c y .

V I I I .—Discerning o f Spirits.
1 X .—A pparitiona.

X .—Divers kinds t f  Tongues.
X L —T r y  the Spirits.

X I I .—Conditions must be regarded.
X I I I .  —T h e use o f bumble m eans
X I V .  —Angels were once arartala.

X V .—Spirits in Prison.
X V I.-P o ssessio n  and Obsession.

X V I I .—Witchcraft and Sorcery.
X V 111.—Hebrew Prophets and Mediums.

X I X .—Natural and Spiritual Body.
X X .— Materialisation of Spin!-forme.

X X I .—T ab le-R ap p tn p  and Tippings 
X X I I .—D u j lr p u r t  o f the Pneata, Pharisees, and

5 b  Sold wholesale and retail by
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Bouflne. h*q ; Charles Bradlaugh, Esq ; G . lem on 
Cameron. Esq., M .D. ; John Chapman, E sq ., M .D . ; 
Rev. C. Maurice Davies, D .D . ; Charles R .LIrysdale , 
F*o . M .D. ; D M ltyte. I  %q , M R C .S . - Mrs p  
H. D y t e ; * ”

' PI RI T l AL  SCIENTIST
W E E K L Y  JO U R N A L  D E V O T E D  TO

.A C H IN G S

N I M 1U T I A L I H  M .

Jam es Edmunds, Ean., —
unds ; Jam es Cannon, Esq. ; Grattan G eary, F.sq ; 

Hannah, E*q , K G S. ; Jenn er Gale Hillier,
Hilli ’ • * ~  "  “

l%aac L.
Ouelch, l _ , ____ , _____________  __.  .
Roberts. E*q . Ph D  : W ilUam Yoickm aa, Esq. ; Hor- 
ace S Yeomans, K*q.

Professor H uxley and Mr. George H enry I ew es 
to be in* ned to co-operate. Drs. Chapman and 1 Inre­
dale and Mr Fox Bourne declined to sit, and the fol­
lowing names were subsequently added to the Com­
mittee :—

** George C ary , F.sq , B. A . ; Edward W . Con. F.sq., 
Sergeam -at-law • William B. Gower. F.tq ; H . D. 
JencketO Eaq., B am ster-at-law ; J .  It. le v y ,  E s q .;  
W H Swkpsioe, Esq , Solicitor; A lfred R . W allace, 
Esq , F .R y .S .  ; Josiah  Webber, E sq .”

After mqotrmg into the subject for two years, the 
Committee issued its report, which, with the evidence, 
forms a bulky volume. Among other things this Com­
mittee reported :—

”  1. T hat sounds o f a  eery varied character, appar­
ently proceeding from articles of furniture, the floor 
and walls of the room—the vibrations accompanying 
which aounda are often distinctly perceptible to the 
touch—occur, without being produced by muscular ac­
tion or mechanic*! contrivance.

“ a. T hat movements of heavy bodice take place 
without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or ade-

S juste exertion of muscular force by those present, and 
irquenily without contact or ponaect wa  with any 
person.

“  y  That these sounds and movements often occur 
at the time and in the manner asked for by the persona 
present; and, by means o f a aim ole code of signals, 
answer questions and spell out coherent communica­
tions.' '

G ee o f the sub-committees of the Dialectical Society
reported : —

*• Your committee studiously avoided the employ­
ment of professional or paid mediums. A ll were mera- 
bery of the committee, persona of social position, of 
unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary obiect, 
having nothing to gam by deception, and every thing 
Ss lose by detection of imposture.”

\ KKMAKH.tBLK WORK.

T m*  Severn;AL S c ie v n r r  presents each week •  
comprehensive rev iew o f the progress o f Spiritualiam, 
in its practical, scientific, philosophical, end religious 
aspects. Its contents are sufficient ta variety So se if 
all classes of minds that are attracted to Spiritualism, 
and it endeavors to supply all that caa interest aa 
investigator into the deeply important subject o f

M A N ’ S  I M M O R T A L  E X I S T E N C E *

The topics treated may be thus classified >— 

H e l e n t l j l c  I  n r e s t l g a t l o n s ,  tending to increase
the knowledge o f the nature o f the human spirit and
its surroundings ; also, o f the relation between man is  
the spm t world and those on the physical plans of *a-
istence.

1 ‘ h iln B op h iem l d e d u c t io n  m nd  D r m s n -
B t r a t l o n ,  reports o f I^ectures, detailed accounts of 
Remarkable Phenomena, M ite ru .m lio o , |
Ac.

I t e l i g i o u B  a n d  M a r a t  T e a e h in g o  commu­
nicated by Spirits, Exhortations to set for Eternity 
rather than for Tim e, to be guided by principle 
rather than expediency; in general, tending to give 
higher aspirations for our guidance in Ilfs.

R e p o r t s  o f  V r o g r t B B  from all parts * f  the 
world, by correspondence, exchanges, and reportorial
facilities.

H i s t  n r  l e a l  S k e t c h e s ,  illustrating the eniver-
aality o f inspiration from the Spirit World.

E d i t o r i a l  :  Opinions ; Extracts from Periodicals 
Re* iew» o f Books; L iterary Announcement*.

T h e  Sc is k t h t  w ill be e  medium o f Instruction 
te Investigators. Questions and objsct ioos will bo 
freely answered. It in vitas the co-operation o f lover* 
o f Spiritual progress, and so ita u  these patronage and 
support.

T e rm * : T w o  H o lla r*  a n d  a  H a lf ,  

l»er A n n u m .

S C IE N T IS T  1*1 H U S H IN G  C O -

18  Exchange Street,

BOSTON.

^  0  I  I  0  N S E X 8 E

A Spiritual Paper for the Pacific Coast.

A S ix t e e n  P a c e  W e e k l y  Jo i x n a l ,
devoted to the Phenomena and Philosophy o l Spent- 
ualism. Social Reform. Woman Suffrage, etc.,

C O M M O N  S E N S E
1% the only Free Thought journal west of the R ocky
Mountains.

C O M M O N  S E N S E
Has aa Excellent Corps o f  Contributors

C O M M O N  S E N S E
Contains Reports of Radical Lectures and P ieceseim s

C O M M O N  S E N S E
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252 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST,

T \)  F1IK * A SPIRIT  CIRCLE.

I t  k  calculated that one person in every seven 
■ lieh i become ■  medium bv obser- mg the proper cu|>- 
ditto**. T he thou ma de o f Snimwalists bav«, m mn*i 
reive arrived at their conclusion* by agencies t* b b  
fished by iK n a u iv n  and mdependeeily o f cech u h e i 
end o f the sen  ice* o f pgodt mion sl medium* *ver> 
spiritualut is indeed an “  iav attp atp r Smy be at 
an advanced stage ; and that a l lm a y  become so . the 
following conditions are presented as those under a  Inch 
the phenomena may at all tim es be ev o lv ed .

Inquires* into Spiritualism should hegie by forming 
•pant circle* in their own homes, with no Spiritual*'* 
nr professional medium present Should no results lie 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other -it 
le rv  On* or more person* pom euing medial power* 
without knowing u are to be louud ui nearly e ie iv

i. Let the room be o f a  comfortable temperature 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangement' be made 
that nobody shall enter it. and that there shad be m> 
interruption tor on* hour during the wiling of the cn
ck.

t. Let the circle consist o f from three or five to t« t 
individuals, about the same number of each -*■  Si 
round an unco-ered wooden tabic. <*uh all the pair 
o f the hands on its top surface Whether the Kami 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance 
A n y table wiH do. just large enough to convenient l» 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from

T O  I N V E S T I G A T O R S .
S r t » m 'at ism  d eserve* investigation, because within 

the last twenty years it has found its way into all the 
civiliied countries on the globe ; h has also a literature 
o f thousands o f volumes and not a few periodical*.

T he l-oedon Dialectical Society. Adam  Street, Adel- 
phi, under the presidency o f S ir John Lubbuck. Bart., 
M r . ,  appointed a Committee to investigate spiritual 
phenomena The Committee was appointed on the 
•6th o f Jan u ary , i860, as follow* *—

** A . G . Atkinson. F.-q., F .G .S . ; G . W heatley Ben­
nett. Esq. ; J  S. Bergbcim , Esq., C .E . ; H. R . Ku* 
Bourne, E-q. ; Charles liradlaugh, E*q. j G . 1 enton 
Cameron. Esq., M .D. ; Joh n  Chapman, Lata., M l) ; 
Rev. C M aurice Davies, D .D . ; Charles R . Dry-dale. 
E-q , M D. ; D. H. D yt*. Esq .. M R .C .S . : Mrs I>. 
H. D y te ; Jam es Edmunds, E sq ., M .D . ; Mm. Ed­
munds ; Jam es Ganuon, Esq. ; Grattan (.•ear)’ , Esq. , 
Robert Hannah. E-q .. F .G  S. ; Jenn cr Gale Hillicr, 
Esq. : Mrs. J .  G . Hillier : Henry Je ffrey , Esq. ; A l­
bert K isch, Esq., M R .C .S . : Joseph M aurice. Esq. ; 
|-aac L  M eyers, Esq ; H. Nl. Moss, Esq ; Robert 
Quelch, E sq ., C .E . ; Thom as Reed, Esq. ; C . Russell 
Roberts, Esq .. Ph.D . ; William Volokman, Esq. ; Hor- 
. ' N I - i T

Profeasor H uxley and Mr. George Henry I-ewes 
to be invited to co-operate. Or*. Chapman and Dri

the table for a few seconds doe* no harm ; hui when 
oaM»f the sitter* breaks the circle by leasing the tatke 
it sometimes, but not alw ays, very considerably delay* 
the manifestation*

y  Before the sitting begin*, place some pointed lead 
pencils and soipe sheets o f clean writing p»pci on l ie  
table, to write dawn any >. jmmunicauon that may be 
obtained.

4. People who do not like each ether should not -it 
in the same yrvte, for such a want o f harmony tends 
to prevent manifest*!ton*, except with well-developed 
physical medium*: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or nnbelief has n« influence on the manifestations, but 
an aend feeling against them is a weakening influence

j .  Before the manifestation* begin, it in well 10  en ­
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is 
beat that ami her should be o f a frivolous nature A 
prayerful, earnest feeling among the m em bers o f the 
cirri* give* the higher spirits snore power to come to 
the circle, and makaa u more difficult for the lowei 
spirits to get near.

6. The first svmntom o f the invisible power «i work 
k  <ftea « leeung like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. T he first mam festal tons will probably be 
tabic tilting* or raps.

y. When motions of the table or sounds are pro­
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one per-oo only 
apeak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent be­
ing. Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps 
mean “  Yes,”  one means “  N o ."  and two mean 
•* Doubtful, and ask whether the artangemen: i» 
understood I f  three signals be given in answer, then 
say , ** I f  I speak the letters o f the alphabet slowly, 
will you signal every time I come to the letter you 
tram , and spell us out a  message ? ** Should three 
signal* he given , set to work on the plan proposed 
and from this time an intelligent system o f cornmum 
cation is established

I .  Afterward* the question should be put. ** A 
we Mttimt in the ngbt order to get the best manifc- 
tions »*' Probably -ome me mbers o f the circle * 
then he told to change seats with eaeh other, and 1 
Signal- will he afterwards strengthened. Next a-k 
“ Who is the medium » "  When spirit* come assert 
tag t k r o 'c h c s  so be related or known to any b< 
present . weD-choten question* should bo put to 1 
the accuracy o f the statement*, as spirits out • f  1 
body have aU the virtues and all the tailing* of *P* 
in toe body.

«. A powerful physical medium ia usually a per- 
tf an impulsive, affection*!*, ami grm al nature, a

dale and Mr. Fox Bourne declined to sit, and the fol­
lowing names Were subsequently added to tb* >m-
m ittce  :—

"  (.»<org* C ary , Esq ., B .A . ; Edw ard W. Cox. Esq., 
Sergeant-at-law • William B . Gower, Esq. ; H . D. 
Jen . ken. E sq ., Barrister-at-law ; J .  H. L evy, Eaq. ;
W . H . Swepaton, Esq , So lic itor; A lfred R . W allace, 
Esq , F .K .g Ts , ; Joaiah Webber, E sq ."

After inquiring into the subject for two years, the 
Committee issued its report, which, with the evidence, 
forms a bulky volume. Am ong other things this Com­
mittee reported :—

** 1. T hat sounds o f a very varied character, appar­
ently proceeding from articles of furniture, the floor 
and walls o f the room—the vibrations accompanying 
which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the 
touch—occur, without being produced by muscular ac­
tion or mechanical contrivance.

“ S. T h at movements o f heavy bodies take placn 
without mechanical contrivance o f any kind, or ade­
quate exertion of muscular force by those present, and 
frequently without contact or co nnect too with any 
person.

** y  I bet these sounds and movement* often occur 
at the time and in the manner asked for by the persons 
present ; and, by means o f a  simple code o f signals, 
answer questions and spell out coherent commc ..ca­
tions.”

One o f the sub-committees o f the Dialectical Society
reported

u  Your committee studiously avoided the employ­
ment of professional or paid mediums. AU were mem­
bers o f the committee, persons o f social position, of 
unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary obiect, 
having nothing to gain by deception, and everything 
•a lose bv detection o f imposture."

KKMAKKAK I. E IV (IKK.

The Identity 
of Primitive Christianity

A N D

Modern Spiritualism.
B Y  E U G E N E  C R O W E L L , M.D.

On* W ife O ctavo Volume, handsomely printed aad 
bound ia doth. Price, $ 2 . 7 5 .

D ed ica tio n .—T o all liberal minds la the Christina 
churches who are disposed to welcome new light upon 
the spirituality o f the Bible, even though it may pro­
ceed from aa  unorthodox source, and who dare weigh 
and consider, even though they may reject, the d a t a  
herein made for the unity o f the higher teachings of 
Modem Spiritualism with those o f early Christianity, 
this work ia respectfully dedicated.

I .—Spiritual Gifts.
II  — Inspiration aad Mediumships

I I I .  — Faith.
IV . —G ift o f Healing.
V .— Working of Miracles.

V I .—Physics. Manifestation*.
V 1 1 .—Prophecy.

VIII.—Discerning of Spirita.
IX .—Apparition*.

X .—D ivert kinds o f Tongues.
X I .—T r y  the Spirita.

X I I .—Conditions must be regarded.
X I I I .  - T h e  use o f humble means.
X I V .  —A n g s t  were once mortal*. 
^ X Y «—S p tn u  in Prison.

^ P I K I T I A L  S C I E N T I S T
A  W E E K L Y  JO U R N A L  D E V O T E D  T O |  I 

T H E  S C IE N C E ,

H IS T O R Y , P H IL O S O P H Y  A N D  T E A C H I N G S  

O F

S  I* I It I T  l  A  L  I S  M .

T h k  S p ir it u a l  S c ie n t i s t  presents each week a 
comprehensive review  o f  the p ro gress o f  Spiritualum , 
in its  p rac tica l, sc ie n tific , p h ilo so p h ic a l, and religioua 
asp ec ts , lu  con ten ts a re  su fficient ia  variety to suit 
all c lasses r f  m inds th at a r e  a ttrac ted  to Spiritual ism, 
and it en d eavo rs to su p p ly  a ll th a t  can interest an 
in v e st ig a to r in to  the d e e p ly  im p ortan t subject of

M A X ’ S  I M M O R T A L  E X I S T E N C E .

T h e  top ics trea ted  m ay  be th u s classified

S c i e n t i f i c  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  tending to increase
th e  kn ow led ge o f  the n a tu re  o f  the human spirit and 
its  su rrou n d in gs ; a lso , o f  the re latio n  betw een m an in 
th e  -p in t  w o rld  an d  those on the physical plan* of ex­
isten ce.

I ‘h ilm topti le a l  D e d u c t io n  a n d  D e m o n -
S t r a t t o n ,  reports o f Lectures, detailed accounts of 
Rem arkable Phenomena, M aterial nation. Levitations,
A c .

R e l i g i o u s  a n d  M o r a l  T e a c h in g *  commu­
nicated by Spirits, Exhortations to act for E tern ity 
rather than for T im e, to be guided by principle 
rather than expediency; in general, tending to g iv* 
higher aspirations for our guidance in lift.

R e p o r t s  o f  P r o g r e s o  from  all parts o f tht 
w orlds b y  correspondence, e x c h a n g e s , and reportonal 
fa c ilit ie s .

H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h e s ,  illustrating the univer­
sa lity  o f inspiration from the Spirit W orld.

E d i t o r i a l  :  Opinions ; Extracts from Periodicals 
R eview s o f Books; Literary Announcements.

T n b  S c ie n t i s t  will be n medium o f instruction 
to In vest iga fora. Questions and objections will bo 
freely answered. It invites the co-operatto* o f lover* 
o f Spiritual progress, aad  solicits their patronage and 
support.
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